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Synonyms

Talking; Verbalization

Definition

Speech is the physical production of language.
Speech is a complex act that requires the coordi-
nation of multiple systems including respiration,
voicing, articulation, and prosody. Speech begins
with respiration. Respiration provides the air sup-
ply necessary to create speech sounds, also known
as phonemes. As the air moves through the vocal
tract into the larynx, the vocal folds are vibrated to
produce voiced sounds (e.g., /g/) or remain still to
produce voiceless sounds (e.g., /h/). Once the air
moves out of the larynx, it continues through the
vocal tract and into the mouth where the air is
shaped into sounds by the articulators (e.g., lips,
teeth, and tongue). Accurate speech sound
production requires appropriate timing, direction,

force, speed, and placement of the articulators
(American Speech-Language-Hearing Associa-
tion n.d.; Freed 2000; Zemlin 1998). Producing
speech enables individuals to communicate (e.g.,
expressing wants and needs, asking for informa-
tion or help).

See Also

▶Expressive Language
▶ Phonemes
▶ Phonetics
▶ Phonology
▶ Prosody
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