
exploration. These are: Institut Français de Recherche pour
l’Exploitation de la Mer (IFREMER) and Association Française
pour l’Etude de la Recherche des Nodules (AFERNOD), France;
Deep Ocean Resources Development Co. Ltd (DORD), Japan;
State Enterprise Yuzhmorgeologiya, Russian Federation; China
Ocean Minerals Research and Development Association (COMRA);
Interoceanmetal Joint Organization (IOM), a consortium sponsored
by Bulgaria, Cuba, Czech Republic, Poland, Russia and Slovakia;
the government of the Republic of Korea; the Republic of India;
and the Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources,
Germany.

Workshops are held on a range of topics, normally once a year.
In the past these have included: environmental management
needs for exploration and exploitation of deep seabed minerals; a
standardized system of data interpretation; and prospects for
international collaboration in marine environmental research.

Headquarters: 14–20 Port Royal St., Kingston, Jamaica.
Website: http://www.isa.org.jm
Secretary-General: Michael W. Lodge (United Kingdom).

Publications. Handbook 2013.—Selected Decisions and Documents from the
Authority’s Sessions.—various others.

International Telecommunications
Satellite Organization (ITSO)

Founded in 1964 as Intelsat, the organization was the world’s
first commercial communications satellite operator. Today,
with capacity on a fleet of geostationary satellites and expanding
terrestrial network assets, Intelsat continues to provide connectivity
for telephony, corporate network, broadcast and internet services.

Organization. In 2001 the member states of the organization
implemented restructuring by transferring certain assets to
Intelsat Ltd, a new commercial company under the supervision
of the International Telecommunications Satellite Organization,
now known as ITSO. In 2009 Intelsat Ltd moved its corporate
headquarters to Luxembourg and became Intelsat S.A.
ITSO’s mission is to ensure that Intelsat provides public
telecommunications services, including voice, data and video, on a
global and non-discriminatory basis. The governing body of ITSO
is the Assembly of Parties, which normally meets every other year.
The Executive Organ is headed by the Director-General and is
responsible to the Assembly of Parties. The Director-General
supervises and monitors Intelsat’s provision of public
telecommunications services. There were 149 member countries
in Feb. 2018.

Headquarters: 4400 Jenifer St., NW, Suite 332, Washington,
D.C., 20015, USA.
Website: http://www.itso.int
Director-General: Patrick Masambu (Uganda).

International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC)

Origin. Founded in Nov. 2006, the ITUC was formed through a
unification process that included the merger of the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) and the World
Confederation of Labour (WCL) with the addition of several

national centres that had not been affiliated with either
organization. The WCL was established in 1920 as the
International Federation of Christian Trade Unions, but went
briefly out of existence in 1940 owing to the suppression of
affiliated unions by the Nazi and Fascist regimes. It reconstituted
in 1945 and became the WCL in 1968. The founding congress
of the ICFTU took place in London in Dec. 1949 following
the withdrawal of some Western trade unions from the World
Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), which was founded in 1945
but had come under Communist control.

In Nov. 2017 the ITUC represented 202m. members of 331
affiliates in 163 countries and territories.

Aims. The ITUC aims to defend and promote the rights of
workers, particularly the right to trade union organization and
collective bargaining; to combat discrimination at work and in
society; to ensure that social concerns are put at the centre of
global economic, trade and finance policies; to support young
people’s rights at work; and to promote the involvement of
women in trade unions. Its main priorities are: Count Us In!;
Countries at Risk; Domestic Workers; Global Coherence; Global
Governance of Migration; and Organising.

Organization. The Congress meets every four years to set policies
and to elect the General Secretary and the General Council,
composed of 70 members, which is the main decision-making
body between congresses. The President and Deputy Presidents
are appointed by the General Council. The Founding Congress
was held in Vienna in Nov. 2006. Its second Congress was held in
2010 in Vancouver and its third in Berlin in 2014. Its fourth
Congress is scheduled to take place in Copenhagen in Dec. 2018.

The ITUC has regional organizations for Africa, the Americas,
the Arab countries, Asia-Pacific and Europe. It has offices that
deal with the International Labour Organization (Geneva), the
United Nations, the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund (Washington, D.C.) and the International Maritime
Organization (London). There are also offices in Moscow and
Sarajevo.

The ITUC is a member of the Council of Global Unions, which
was created in 2006 as a tool for structured co-operation and co-
ordination.

Headquarters: Bd du Roi Albert II, Nº5, bte 1, B-1210 Brussels,
Belgium.
Website: http://www.ituc-csi.org
Email: info@ituc-cso.org
President: João Antonio Felicio (Brazil).
General Secretary: Sharan Burrow (Australia).

International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea (ITLOS)

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS),
founded in Oct. 1996 and based in Hamburg, adjudicates
on disputes relating to the interpretation and application of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The
Convention gives the Tribunal jurisdiction to resolve a variety of
international law of the sea disputes such as the delimitation
of maritime zones, fisheries, navigation and the protection of
the marine environment. Its Seabed Disputes Chamber has
compulsory jurisdiction to resolve disputes amongst States,
the International Seabed Authority, companies and private
individuals, arising out of the exploitation of the deep seabed. The
Tribunal also has compulsory jurisdiction in certain instances to
protect the rights of parties to a dispute or to prevent serious
harm to the marine environment, and over the prompt release of
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