
World Customs Organization

Established in 1952 as the Customs Co-operation Council,
the World Customs Organization is an intergovernmental body
with worldwide membership, whose mission it is to enhance
the effectiveness and efficiency of customs administrations
throughout the world. It has 180 member countries or territories.

Headquarters: Rue du Marché, 30, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium.
Website: http://www.wcoomd.org
Secretary-General: Kunio Mikuriya (Japan).

World Federation of Trade
Unions (WFTU)

Origin and History. The WFTU was founded on a worldwide
basis in 1945 at the international trade union conferences held in
London and Paris, with the participation of all the trade union
centres in the countries of the anti-Hitler coalition. The aim was
to reunite the world trade union movement at the end of the
Second World War. The acute political differences among affiliates,
especially the east–west confrontation in Europe on ideological
lines, led to a split. A number of affiliated organizations withdrew
in 1949 and established the ICFTU. The WFTU now draws its
membership from the industrially developing countries like India,
Vietnam and other Asian countries, Brazil, Peru, Cuba and other
Latin American countries, Syria, Lebanon, Kuwait and other Arab
countries, and it has affiliates and associates in more than
20 European countries. It has close relations with the International
Confederation of Arab Trade Unions, the Organization of African
Trade Union Unity as well as the All-China Federation of Trade
Unions. The 17th Congress was held in Durban, South Africa in
Oct. 2016. There are ten Trade Unions Internationals (TUIs)
constituted within the WFTU.

The WFTU has 92m. members in 126 countries. It has regional
offices in Damascus, Havana, Johannesburg, Libreville, New Delhi
and Nicosia and Permanent Representatives accredited to the
UN in New York, the FAO in Rome, the ILO in Geneva and
UNESCO in Paris.

Headquarters: 40 Zan Moreas St., 117 45 Athens, Greece.
Website: http://www.wftucentral.org
Email: info@wftucentral.org
President: Shabban Azzouz (Syria).
General Secretary: George Mavrikos (Greece).

African Development Bank

Established in 1964 to promote economic and social development
in Africa.

Regional members. (54) Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic
of the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaŵi, Mali,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger,
Nigeria, Rwanda, São Tomé and Príncipe, Senegal, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan,
Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Non-regional members. (26) Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil,
Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy,
Japan, South Korea, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,
UK, USA.

Within the ADB Group are the African Development Fund
(ADF) and the Nigeria Trust Fund (NTF). The ADF, established in
1972, provides development finance on concessional terms to low-
income Regional Member Countries which are unable to borrow
on the non-concessional terms of the African Development Bank.
Membership of the Fund is made up of 27 non-African State
Participants and the African Development Bank. The NTF is a
special ADB fund created in 1976 by agreement between the Bank
Group and the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Its objective is to assist the development efforts of low-income
Regional Member Countries whose economic and social conditions
and prospects require concessional financing.

Official languages: English and French.
Headquarters: Avenue Joseph Anoma, 01 BP 1387, Abidjan 01,
Côte d’Ivoire.
Website: http://www.afdb.org
Email: afdb@afdb.org
President: Akinwumi Adesina (Nigeria).

African Export–Import Bank
(Afreximbank)

Established in 1987 under the auspices of the African
Development Bank to facilitate, promote and expand intra-
African and extra-African trade. Membership is made up of three
categories of shareholders: Class ‘A’ Shareholders consisting of
African governments, African central banks and sub-regional and
regional financial institutions and economic organizations; Class
‘B’ Shareholders consisting of African public and private financial
institutions; and Class ‘C’ Shareholders consisting of international
financial institutions, economic organizations and non-African
states, banks, financial institutions and public and private
investors.

Official languages: English, French, Arabic and Portuguese.
Headquarters: 72B El Maahad El Eshteraky St., Heliopolis,
Cairo 11341, Egypt.
Website: http://www.afreximbank.com
President and Chairman of the Board: Benedict Okey Oramah
(Nigeria).

African Union (AU)

History. The Fourth Extraordinary Session of the Assembly of the
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) held in Sirté, Libya on 9 Sept. 1999 decided
to establish an African Union. At Lomé, Togo on 11 July 2000
the OAU Assembly of the Heads of State and Government
adopted the Constitutive Act of the African Union, which was
later ratified by the required two-thirds of the member states of
the Organization of African Unity (OAU); it came into force on
26 May 2001. The Lusaka Summit, in July 2001, gave a mandate
to translate the transformation of the Organization of African
Unity into the African Union, and on 9 July 2002 the Durban
Summit, in South Africa, formally launched the African Union.
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