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MAIN BORDER CHANGES 

In the eighteenth century until 1797, the territory of present-day Belgium was made 
up of the Austrian Low Countries (ruled by the Habsburg dynasty), the Diocese of 
Liege, and the Duchy of Luxemburg. These territories previously belonged to the 
Spanish Habsburgs and were transferred to Austria in 1715. The Habsburg Low 
Countries were annexed by revolutionary France in 1795. During this period the 
country was divided into nine departements (today's provinces) on the French 
model, disregarding linguistic homogeneity within these units; like the French 
departments, they were created in order to make it possible to reach the chef-lieu 
within one day of travel. At the Congress of Vienna of 1815, the Belgian provinces 
were incorporated into the United Kingdom of the Netherlands which also included 
the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. 

After Belgian independence in 1830, The Netherlands kept control over 
Luxemburg-bound by personal union to the Dutch crown but part of the German 
Union (Deutsches Bund)-and the province of Limburg. In 1839, the Treaty of 
London of 19 April established that the French-speaking western part of Luxemburg 
and the southern half of the province of Limburg would be annexed to Belgium. In 
the aftermath of World War I (Treaty of Versailles), Belgium acquired the mostly 
German-speaking territories Moresnet (1919), Eupen, Sankt Vith, and Malmedy 
(1925) from the German Empire. During World War II these German-speaking 
territories returned temporarily to Germany (1940-44). 

ELECTORAL DEVELOPMENT 

Before independence: 1815-1830 

From 1815 until 1830, when the Belgian provinces were incorporated into the 
United Kingdom of the Netherlands, suffrage was the same as in The Netherlands, 
and the Belgian provinces sent 200 representatives to the Staten-Generaal (see also 
Country Chapter 12 on The Netherlands). Suffrage was limited by census. In the 
cities all men aged 25 years and over paying a minimum tax varying from 13 gulden 
in Luxemburg to 150 gulden in Brussels were entitled to vote. Opposition to the 
union with the Dutch crown came mainly from the Liberal and Catholic groups who 
were against the regime of William I and Protestantism. After the Revolution of 
1830 the provisional government of Belgium called for new elections (3 November 
1830) for the National Congress. These were held under the same suffrage 
requirements as under Dutch rule. The decree of 16 October 1830 reduced the 
amount of taxes to 25-75 gulden in the rural areas and granted voting rights to 
holders of university degrees, magistrates, lawyers, judges, and priests. The National 
Congress issued a new constitution on 7 February 1831 establishing a parliamentary 
system and passed a new electoral law on 5 March 1831. Census requirements were 
maintained. 

Period of 'suffrage censitaire': 1831-1892 

Between 1831 and 1892, suffrage was restricted by census requirements (suffrage 
censitaire). To be entitled to vote, citizens aged 25 and over were required to pay a 
minimum tax ranging from 20 to 100 gulden (80 according to some sources). This 
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tax was higher in the cities than in the countryside but was standardized at 20 gulden 
(or 42.8 francs) on 12 March 1848 with the reform adopted under the influence of 
the French February Revolution. Elections were direct and held by a two-ballot 
majority system in 41 multi-member constituencies (the arrondissements 
administratifs) of very different sizes. Voters had the right to cast as many votes as 
there were seats to be returned in each constituency (multiple voting). Seats were 
allotted to the candidates obtaining the absolute majority. If no absolute majority was 
reached in the first ballot, a second ballot was held. The number of candidates 
admitted to the second ballot was twice the number of seats still to be returned. A 
relative majority was required at the second ballot (plurality). Elections were partial: 
half of the representatives of the Chambre des Representants (or Kamer der 
Volksvertegenwoordiger) were elected every two years to a four-year term. General 
elections were carried out only if the parliament was dissolved. Secret balloting was 
introduced in 1877. The census system was subject to different manipulations: for 
example, in 1871 the Catholics changed the tax on alcoholic beverages into an 
indirect tax so that more than 12,000 citizens (among them many liberal cafe­
owners) lost the right to vote. In 1878 the Liberals no longer recognized home­
ownership as a census criterion, thus depriving around 9,000 individuals of the right 
to vote. 

Period of 'vote plural': 1893-1898 

The constitutional revision of 7 September 1893 (adopted by the Chambre des 
Representants) and the electoral laws of 12 April and 28 June 1894 introduced 
universal male suffrage and plural vote (vote plural). Each male Belgian citizen aged 
25 and over had the right to cast one vote. One supplementary vote was given 1) to 
family fathers aged 35 and over paying a minimum of five franc~ in house taxes, and 
2) to citizens aged 25 and over recognized as homeowners (house valued at 2,000 
francs or at an annual rent of 100 francs); these two criteria could not be cumulated. 
Two supplementary votes were given to citizens aged 25 and over in possession of a 
diploma of advanced schooling and to teachers or civil servants. However, none had 
the right to cast more than three votes. Until 1899, this system overlapped with that 
of multiple voting (that is, voters having the right to cast as many votes as there are 
seats to be returned). The electoral system did not change from the preceding period. 
Voting was however made compulsory with the 1893 electoral reform.l 

Period of 'vote plural' and PR: 1900-1914 

On 29 December 1899 PR replaced the two-ballot majority system. Multiple voting 
and panachage were not allowed while the plural vote remained in force until 1919. 
The PR formula designed by Victor D'Hondt was applied. Belgium was the first 
Western European country to introduce the PR electoral system at the national level 
(with the exception of the Rigsrad in Denmark). 

Period of universal suffrage and PR: 1919-present 

On 9 May 1919 universal suffrage for all men aged 21 and over was introduced and 
the plural vote abolished. In 1920-21 the repeal of the plural vote and the lowering 
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of the voting age were written into the Constitution, which provided for universal 
male suffrage, the PR electoral system, and secret balloting. Women were granted 
the right to vote if they were widows or mothers of fallen soldiers. The electoral law 
of 22 October 1919 retained the D'Hondt PR formula but added the possibility of 
apparentement provincial. According to this system, the distribution of seats was 
carried out at two levels: the arrondissements and the provinces (two-tier system). 
Provincial distribution was carried out when two or more lists of different 
arrondissements had made a joint official declaration of apparentement. The 
distribution of seats at the provincial level was carried out by a quota system instead 
of the D'Hondt system. Each voter had the right to cast a preference vote for one 
candidate. Elections were held every four years, and since then the entire Chamber of 
Representatives has always been up for election at the same time (see Synopsis 2 
below). 

On 27 March 1948 women were fully enfranchised. In 1981, the voting age was 
reduced to 18 years and over. Before the 1995 election a complete redistricting took 
place (see Synopses 5 and 6).2 

TERRITORIAL UNITS AND LEVELS OF AGGREGATION 

1847-98.-Elections were held in 41 arrondissements administratifs. The results at 
this level can be aggregated into nine provinces. The total national figures do not 
include the constituencies in which the election was unopposed. 

1900-91.-The number of constituencies was reduced to 30 arrondissements 
administratifs and nine provinces. The following original arrondissements were 
aggregated: Fournes-Dixmude-Ostende; Roulers-Tielt; Tournai-Ath; Huy­
Waremme; Gand-Eeklo; Tongres-Maaseik;· Arlon-Marche-Bastogne; Neuf­
chateau-Virton; and Dinant-Philippeville. 

1995.-ln 1995 a complete redistricting took place. The 30 arrondissements became 
20 circonscriptions or kiesdistricte (see Synopses5 and 6). The number of provinces 
increased from nine to 11 given the division of the former province of Brabant into 
three parts: Bruxelles, Brabant flamand (Louvain), and Brabant wallon (Nivelles). 

SOURCES AND DATA SPECIFICITIES 

Data for 1919-95 are fully documented by official statistics and by collections 
carried out by private scholars (see the List of Sources in Appendix 3). Concerning 
1847-1914, a more detailed note on sources is necessary. 

Results for this period have been collected by Moyne (1970). This work provides 
the number of eligible voters, the number of actual voters, the number of valid votes, 
and the results by political parties for the entire period (see Table 1 for missing 
information). These are presented by arrondissement, by province, and for the entire 
kingdom. Information about unopposed constituencies (the elections tacites) and the 
building of electoral cartels is also reported. For 1894-1914, Moyne's data are based 
on the following official sources: the Bulletin duMinistere de l'Interieur, the 
Situation du Royaume, and the Annuaire Statistique de la Belgique. For 1847-92, by 
contrast, official information is lacking. The main sources used by Moyne were 
reports in the press: the Journal de Bruxelles, L'independant beige, L'observateur 
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beige, L'bnancipation, the Journal de Liege, the Gazette de Liege, and Le bien 
public. 

Mayne's book has been subject to severe criticism of its reliability,3 focusing in 
particular on the sloppy presentation of results in the tables, graphs, and maps. A 
number of incongruent formulations and definitions have been pointed out. With 
regard to data collection, criticism focuses on the inadequacy of the material 
collected (newspapers) and the difficulties of determining the partisan affiliation of 
certain groups of candidates and their inclusion in the ranks of a given party. 
Furthermore, critics point out that local newspapers should have been used in 
addition to the national newspapers, which could have added more and more solid 
material. 

It is not the task of the present work to judge this dispute or whether Mayne's data 
are sufficiently reliable or not. This work is currently the only available source for 
the 1847-1914 period. 

Until 1914, the partial renewal of the Chambre des Representants was the rule, and 
only in case of dissolution of the parliament was the lower house re-elected in its 
entirety (see Synopsis 2 for the list of the alternating arrondissements).' From 1847 
to 1898 two groups of 19 and 22 arrondissements alternated; from 1900 to 1914 two 
groups of 15 arrondissements alternated. 

Until 1899 each voter had as many votes as there were seats to be returned in each 
constituency (multiple voting). The sum of these votes constitutes the value for the 
number of valid votes. In order to obtain values which can be interpreted in the light 
of the 'one man, one vote' equivalence, Mayne divides the number of votes by the 
number of seats (called puissance electorale utilisee) for the valid votes figures as 
well as for the party results figures. Since not all voters used all of their votes, this 
estimation is approximate. The data set on CD-ROM presents both values (votes and 
votes divided by the number of seats). 

In 1893 the plural vote was introduced to limit the effects of the introduction of 
universal male suffrage. As before, it is possible to estimate the 'one man, one vote' 
equivalence by dividing the number of votes by the number of seats. However, until 
1919, when the plural vote was discontinued, it is not possible to distinguish between 
voters entitled to cast either one, two, or three votes. Since the 1900 election, when 
PR was introduced, it is no longer necessary to estimate since multiple voting was 
abolished. 

From 1847 to 1898 the two-ballot system was used. For the second ballot only the 
number of votes are available and not the estimation of the 'one man, one vote' 
equivalence. 

From the 1960s until the 1980s, the major Belgian parties split according to the 
linguistic cleavage. The Catholic party split in 1968 into the Parti sociaL­
chretienlChristeLijke Partij; the liberal party in 1972 into the Parti de La liberte et du 
progres/Partij voor Vrijheid en Vooruitgang; and the socialist party in 1978 into the 
Parti socialiste belge!Belgische Socialistische Partij. The Greens split in 1981, the 
first election in which they fulfilled the criterion to be included in this collection, that 
is, gaining at least five per cent of the votes nationally or within at least one 
constituency. The two wings of the party are Agalev and Ecolo (see Synopses 3 and 
4 for details on political parties). For each of these parties, results are presented for 
each of the two linguistic wings since the dates of separation. Only since 1991, 
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however, do official publications explicitly distinguish between the two linguistic 
wings of the socialist, liberal, Catholic and Green parties. Before this date results for 
the two wings have been disaggregated according to the arrondissements in which 
each wing was present. In Brussels, however, both wings are present, thus before 
1991 it is not possible to separate the results of the two wings there. The aggregated 
results for the two wings of each of the four parties in Brussels have been ranged in 
the column of the Walloon party. 

In 1991 the two wings of the Socialist, Catholic and Liberal parties presented 
common lists in the arrondissement of Verviers (no. 24). In this case the aggregated 
results of the two wings are ranged in the column of the Walloon wing. In 1995 in 
Verviers only the Socialist Party presented a common list for the two wings; again 
the results are presented in the Walloon column. 

TABLE 1 Missing information on Belgian elections 

Year of Missing 
Variable election constituencies 

Valid votes and party votes 1848 AudenardeiOudenaarde 
Valid votes and party votes 1859 YpreslIeper 
Valid votes (second ballot) 1854 BruxellesIBrussel 
Valid votes (second ballot) 1856 BruxellesIBrussel 
Voters 1894 BruxellesIBrussel 
Voters 1914 All constituencies 

Number of 
missing 

constituencies 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
15 

Notes: National totals are influenced by missing figures in the single constituencies. 
The 1914 election was a partial election. National totals also missing. 
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SYNOPSIS 1 Development of electoral law 

Enfranchisement and equality of 
voting conditions Electoral system 

1. Period oJ suffrage censitaire: 1831-92 

Equal male suffrage with voting age of 25 
years and over. Suffrage restricted to citizens 
paying a minimum tax (between 20 and 100 
gulden, different in cities and rural areas). 

Reduction and standardization of direct tax 
requirement to 20 gulden. 

Direct elections held by a two-ballot 
majority system in multi-member 
constituencies. Multiple voting with 
possibility of cumulating votes on same 
candidate. Second ballot contested by 
twice the number of frrst candidates as 
seats (still) to be allocated in 
constituency. Plurality applied to second 
ballot. Partial elections. Integral renewal 
only after dissolution of chambers. 

1877 Introduction of secret ballot. 

1894 

1900 

1919 

2. Period oJvote plural: 1894-98 

Universal male suffrage. Introduction of 
plural vote with a maximum of three votes. 

Additional votes: 

Introduction of compulsory voting. 

- one additional vote given 1) to family fathers aged 35 years paying a minimum 
tax of five francs and 2) to citizens aged 25 years, homeowners or owners of real 
estate (vote censitaire). These two votes could not be cumulated. 
- two additional votes given to citizens aged 25 years in possession of a diploma 
of advanced schooling and to teachers or civil servants (vote capacitaire). 

3. Period oj PR and vote plural: 1900-14 

As above. Introduction in 1899 of PR with the 
D'Hondt formula. 

4. Universal SUffrage and PR: 1919-present 

Abolition of plural vote. Voting age lowered to 
21 years and over. Voting right given to 
widows and mothers of soldiers fallen in the 
war. 

PR with D'Hondt formula. The 
possibility of provincial 
apparentement introduced. Two tiers: 
arrondissement and province. 
Parliament always renewed integrally. 
In 1919 the number of constituencies 
reduced from 41 to 30. Preferential 
voting with the possibility of 
expressing one preference. 

1948 Enfranchisement of women. 

1981 Voting age reduced to 18 years and over. 

1995 Number of constituencies reduced 
from 30 to 20. 
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SYNOPSIS 2 Dates and type of elections 

Date of election Type of election Date of election Type of election 

8 June 1847 Partial (group 1) continued 
13 June 1848 General 29 May 1904 Partial (group 1) 
11 June 1850 Partial (group 2) 27 May 1906 Partial (group 2) 
8 June 1852 Partial (group 1) 24 May 1908 Partial (group 1) 
13 June 1854 Partial (group 2) 22 May 1910 Partial (group 2) 
10 June 1856 Partial (group 1) 2 June 1912 General 
10 December 1857 General 24 May 1914 Partial (group 1) 
14 June 1859 Partial (group 2) 16 November 1919 General 
11 June 1861 Partial (group 1) 20 November 1921 General 
9 June 1863 Partial (group 2) i 5 April 1925 General 
11 August 1864 General 26 May 1929 General 
12 June 1866 Partial (group 1) 27 November 1932 General 
9 June 1868 Partial (group 2) 24 May 1936 General 
14 June 1870 Partial (group 1) 2 April 1939 General 
2 August 1870 General 17 February 1946 General 
11 June 1872 Partial (group 2) 29 June 1949 General 
9 June 1874 Partial (group 1) 4 June 1950 General 
13 June 1876 Partial (group 2) 11 April 1954 General 
11 June 1878 Partial (group 1) 1 June 1958 General 
8 June 1880 Partial (group 2) 26 March 1961 General 
13 June 1882 Partial (group 1) 23 May 1965 General 
10 June 1884 Partial (group 2) 31 March 1968 General 
8 June 1886 Partial (group 1) 7 November 1971 General 
12 June 1888 Partial (group 2) 10 March 1974 General 
10 June 1890 Partial (group 1) 17 April 1977 General 
14 June 1892 General 17 December 1978 General 
14 October 1894 General 8 November 1981 General 
5 July 1896 Partial (group 2) 13 October 1985 General 
22 May 1898 Partial (group 1) 13 December 1987 General 
27 May 1900 General 24 November 1991 General 
25 May 1902 Partial (group 2) 21 May 1995 General 
continued 

Note: Until 1914 two types of elections were held: partial elections of the chambers, in which two groups 
of arrondissements alternated, and general elections of the chambers. The two groups of arrondissements 
are as follows for the 1847-98 period: 

1. Group 1: Gent, Eeklo, Saint-Nicolas, Dendermonde, Aalst, Oudernarde, Mons, Soignes, Tournai, 
Ath, Charleroi, Thuin, Liege, Huy, Waremme, Verviers, Hasselt, Tongeren, Maaseik. 

2. Group 2: Anvers, Malines, Turnhout, Bruxelles, Leuven, Nivelles, Bruges, Fournes, Dixmonde, 
Oostende, Courtrai, Roeselare, Tielt, Ypres, ArIon, Bastogne, Marche, Neufchateau, Virton, 
Namur, Dinant, Philippeville. 

And for the 1900-14 period: 

1. Group 1: Gent-Eeklo, Saint-Nicolas, Dendermonde, Aalst, Oudernarde, Mons, Soignes, Tournai­
Ath, Charleroi, Thuin, Liege, Huy-Waremme, Verviers, Hasselt, Tongeren-Maaseik. 

2. Group 2: Anvers, Malines, Turnhout, Bruxelles, Leuven, Nivelles, Bruges, Fournes-Dixmonde­
Oostende, Courtrai, Roeselare-Tielt, Ypres, Arlon-Bastogne-Marche, Neufchateau-Virton, Namur, 
Dinant-Philippeville. 

Since 1919 only general elections are held. 
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SYNOPSIS 4 Political parties 

Contested elections 
Code Names, changes, splits, and mergers 

Years N 

AG Agalev-Anders gaan leven - Live Differently, Greens (Flemish), 1981-95 5 
established an independent Flemish organization in 1982. 

CVPI Parti social-chretien (Walloon) and Christelijke volkspartij 1847-1995 61 
PSC (Flemish) - Social-Christian Party and Christian People's Party 
(CC (since 1945 with these names). Both derived from the Parti 

before catholique beige - Belgian Catholic Party. Former Union 
1968) catholique beige - Belgian Catholic Union, since 1937 known 

as Bloc catholique beige - Belgian Catholic Bloc, a federation of 
Parti catholique social - Social Catholic Party (Walloon) and 
Katholieke Vlaamse Volkspartij - Flemish Catholic People's 
Party (Flemish). In 1968 the two linguistic wings separated into 
two different parties. 

DC Dissidences catholiques - Catholic Dissidents (Sinistres, 1919-29, 6 
Democrates chretiens, Ouvriers chretiens, Union catholique 1936, 1946 
democratique, Catholiques nationalistes, etc.). 

OG Dissidences de gauche - Leftist Dissidents (Action socialiste 1919-21, 4 
revolutionnaire, Radicaux socialistes). 1936-39 

DL Dissidences liberales - Liberal Dissidents (sometimes this 1921 
corresponds to Cartelliberal-socialiste-Liberaal-socialistische 
leartel - Liberal-Socialist Cartel). 

ECO Ecolo-Ecologistes conNderes pour l'organisation de tuttes 1981-95 5 
originales - Ecologist Confederation for the Organization of 
New Struggles (Walloon), established in 1978 by Walloon 
environmentalists. In 1981 collaborated with Agalev-Anders 
gaan leven - Live Differently, Greens (Flemish). 

PDF Front democratique des Bruxeltois franco phones - Francophone 1968-91 9 
Democratic Front of the Bruxellois, established in 1964. In 1991 
the Front democratique des francophones-Parti pour la 
Wallonie - Francophone Democratic Front of the Bruxellois-
Walloon Party, and in 1995 in alliance with the Parti 
reformateur liberal - Liberal Reform Party. 

FN Front national-Nationaal Front - National Front, established in 1995 
1983. 

K Parti communiste de Belgique-Kommunistische partij van 1925-78 17 
Belgii! - Communist Party of Belgium. 

LS Cartelliberal-socialiste-Liberaal-socialistische leartel - 1894-98, 11 
Liberal-Socialist Cartel, provincial level alliances between the 1906-12, 
Parti liberal-Liberale partij - Liberal Party and the Parti 1945, 1950-
ouvrier belge-Belgische werkliedenpartij - Belgian Workers' 58 
Party, later the Parti socialiste belge-Belgische socialistische 
partij - Belgian Socialist Party. 

N Neutres - Neutrals (Comite de justice, Combattants (1921), 1919-25, 5 
Classes moyennes, Indipendants, Defense du Luxembourg, 1936-39 
Mediateurs du regime, Parti walton, Agriculteurs (1925), 
Frenssen-Technocrates, Realistes, Agrariens, Parti national). 

continued 
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continued 
Contested elections 

Code Names, changes, splits, and mergers 
Years N 

PO Partisans de Daens (Parti dbnocrate-chretien)-Daensisten 1894-1914 11 
(Christene volkspartij) - Daens's Partisans (Christian Democrat 
Party), founded by the Abbe! Daens in 1893. 

PLOP Parti liberal democrate et pluraliste - Liberal Democrat and 1974 
Pluralist Party, before 1974 Parti liberal de Bruxelles - Brussels 
Liberal Party. 

PPA Partis pro-allemands - Pro-German Parties, designates different 1929-32, 3 
parties not necessarily linked such as Parti populaire chretien 1939 
d'Eupen - Eupen's People's Christian Party (1929), Christlich 
Volkspartei - Christian People's Party (1929-32), Heimaureue 
Front - Front for Home Loyalty (pro-Nazi in 1939), Christlich 
Unabhiingige Wiihlerverband - Christian Independent Voters 
Association and Partei der Deutschsprachigen Belgier - Party 
of the German-Speaking Belgians (since 1971). 

PVVI Parti de la liberte et du progres-Partij voor vrijheid en 1847-1995 61 
PRL vooruitgang - Party of Liberty and Progress, reconstituted in 
(L 1961. Before 1961 Parti liberal-Liberale partij - Liberal Party. 

before In 1970 the two linguistic wings separated into two different 
1974) parties. The Parti de la liberte et du progres - Party of Liberty 

and Progress in 1976 Parti des rejormes et de la liberte de 
Wallonie - Party of Reforms and Freedom for Wallonia, and 
since 1979 Parti rejormateur liberal - Liberal Reform Party 
(Walloon, in 1995 in alliance with Front democratique des 
Bruxellois jrancophones - Francophone Democratic Front of the 
Bruxellois); and the Partij voor vrijheid en vooruitgang - Party 
of Liberty and Progress, in 1992 the Vlaamse liberalen en 
democraten-Partij van de burger - Flemish Liberals and 
Democrats-Citizen Party (Flemish). 

REX Rex - Rexists. 1936-39 2 

ROSS Radicale omvormers en sociale strijders voor een eerlijlce 1991 
maatschappij - Radical Change and Social Fighters for an 
Honest Society, established in 1991. 

RW Rassemblement wallon - Walloon Rally, before 1968 Parti 1968-81 6 
wallon - Walloon Party (not to be confused with the 1985 party 
which includes personalities from the Rassemblement wallon -
Walloon Rally and two other minor Walloon parties). The Front 
wallon - Walloon Front. wing of the Parti wallon des 
travailleurs - Walloon Workers' Party which merged with the 
Rassemblement wallon - Walloon Rally in 1968. 

SPI Parti socialiste belge-Belgische socialistische partij - Belgian 1894-95 35 
PS Socialist Party (before 1945 Parti ouvrier belge-Belgische 
(S werkliedenpartij - Belgian Workers' Party, established in 1885). 

before In 1978 the two linguistic wings separated into two different 
1978) parties, Parti socialiste - Socialist Party (Walloon) and 

Belgische socialistische partij - Belgian Socialist Party since 
1980 Socialistische partij - Socialist Party (Flemish). 

continued 
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continued 

Contested elections 
Code Names, changes, splits, and mergers 

Years N 

UDRT Union democratique pour Ie respect du travail-Respect voor 1981-87 3 
arbeid en demokratie - Democratic Union for the Respect of 
Labour. 

V Volksunie - People's Union, established in 1954. In 1950--54 1919-39, 22 
Christelijke vlaamse volksunie - Christian Flemish People's 1949, 1954-
Party. In 1949 Vlaamsch concentratie - Flemish Concentration. 95 
In 1936-39 Vlaamsch nationaal verbond - Flemish National 
League. Until 1932 Frontpartij - Front Party. In 1995 
Volksunie-Vrije demokraten - People's Union-Free Democrats. 

VB Vlaamse blok - Flemish Bloc, established in 1978 as a merger of 1991-95 2 
the Vlaamse volkspartij - Flemish People's Party (established in 
1977) and Vlaamse nationale partij - Flemish National Party 
(established in 1977 as a splinter from the Volksunie - People's 
Union). 

VDB Cartel van de Boeynants - Van de Boeynant's Cartel. 1968 
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SYNOPSIS 5 Available information by levels of aggregation 

Lower level Upper level 

Year 1847- 1900- N 1995 1847- N 1995 
1898 1991 1991 

1848 41 30 20 9 
~ 1857 41 30 20 9 ,g .~ ~ 

~ ~ .. 1864 41 ] ~ Units of 9 
.." 
0 1870 41 ~ :: 30 1900 20 9 
~ 1892 41 ~ ~ 30 20 9 

1894 41 30 20 9 
9 
9 

1912 30 20 9 
1919 30 20 9 
1921 30 20 9 
1925 30 -;:- 20 9 ., 

i 1932 30 .'" 20 9 E ·c 
1936 30 20 "t:I 9 S 

1 1939 30 ~ 20 
Units of 

9 
1946 30 ~ 1995 9 
1949 30 .~ ~ ~ ~ 9 

'" 1950 30 .§ 20 ·5 9 -e ,. 
1954 30 <:S 20 ~ 9 

<II l:3 
Q., 

" 1958 30 20 9 0 " .'" 1961 30 
~ 

20 9 <J 
u 

1965 30 20 9 OJ 
0:: .::1 

1968 30 "<:S 20 9 P.. " 1971 30 ~ .. 20 9 
1974 30 <:S 20 9 ..... 
1977 30 0 20 9 <II 

1978 30 
Q. 

20 9 2 1981 30 0 20 9 
1985 30 20 9 
1987 30 20 9 
1991 30 20 9 

1995 20 Circon. > 11 Provo 

Legend: E Prinled election resullS in handbook and available on O-ROM. 
Election results available only on CD-ROM . 

------- ConlinuilY of the levels of aggregation. 

.. \!ffiMr Q[ tmi.tQri.\!.! \!P.i~ .. 

Notes: Only general elections have been included in the table until World War I. Circonscriptions in 
1995 are larger groups of arrondissements administratifs. The aggregation of data for 1847-98 
problematic because of multiple voting and uncontested constituencies. 
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SYNOPSIS 6 Territorial units (arrondissements administratifs and provinces): 1847-
1995 

Provinces ArrOlldissemellls Groups of arrOlld. CircollscripliollS 
1847- 1991 1847-1898 1900-1991 1995 

~ 01 Anversl Antwerpen 01 Anvers 01 Anver 
01 ~ 02 MalineslMechelen 02 Malines 

'" « 03 Turnhout 03 Turnhout 02 Malines-Tumhout 

C 04 BruxclleslBrussel 04 Bruxelles 03 Bruxelles 
'" 05 LouvainlLeuvcn 05 Louvain 04 Louvain 02 or> 
!! 06 i vellesJNij vel 06 Nivelles 05 Nivclles 
al 

~ 07 07 8ru e 06 ., 
08 FurnesJVeurne 

V) ~ @ 09 DixmudclDiksmuide 08 Fumes-Dixmude- 07 ., ., ., 
10 Osteode .;:;-" OstendclOostende 03 5 '" c c ~ 
II Courtrai/Kortri j k 09 Courtrai .. ., .. 

Ii:~> 08 Courtrai-Roulers-
<.> 12 RoulerslRoeselare 10 Roulcrs-Tielt g \3 Tielt 

Tielt 

14 YpresJlcper II Ypres 

8 15 GandlGent 12 Gand-Eeklo 09 Gand-Eeklo 
16 Ecklo 

~ c 
~ ~ 17 Saint- icolaslSint-
g OJ iklaas 13 Saint- icolas Saiot-Nicolas-c" 10 04 ., c 18 TermondelDender- 14 Termondc Termoode '§ ~ 
",> monde 
~ 19 Alostl Aalsl 
" 15 AloSl c 20 AudenardclOudena-'" 16 Audenarde II Alost-Aidemarde Ii: arde 

:, 21 Mons/Bergen 17 Mons 12 Mons-Soignes 
~ ... 22 Soi neslZinoik 18 Soi es c c .. ., 23 TournailDoornik Toumai-Alh- Tournai-Ath-05 '5 ~ 19 13 
::l 24 ALhlAal MousCTon Mouscron .. 25 Charleroi 20 Charleroi c 
';;; 26 Thuin 21 Thuin 14 Cbarleroi-Thuin :I: 

-"" 27 LiegclLuik 22 Liege 15 Liege ':; 

06 ~ 28 HuylHoei 23 Huy-Waremme 16 Huy-Waremme 
CI) 29 WaremmclBorgworm 
'u 
:J 30 Vcrvicrs 24 Verviers 17 Vcrviers 

continued 



Belgium 163 

continued 

Provinces Arrondissements Groups of arrolld. Circollscriptions 
1847-1991 1847-1898 1900-1991 1995 

~f.'l 31 Hassell 25 Hasselt HasseJt-Tongres-:::I :::I ----07 jl.c 32 Tongres/Tongeren 18 E Maaseik .§ :J 33 Maa eik 26 Tongres-Maaseik 
...J 

34 Arion! Aarlen Arlon-Marche-
""abC/) 35 BastognclBastenaken 27 Bastogne 
... ... 
:::I :::I 36 Marche Arlon-Marchc-jl.c 

08 E 5 19 Bastognc-
., >( eufchliteau-Vinon jj 37 Neufchateau 28 Neufchliteau-Virton 

38 Virton 

"";:: c 39 29 Namur Namur-Dinant-:::I '" 09 E E 40 20 Philippeville '" '" ZZ 41 30 Dinant-PhilippeviUe 

Legend: B Aggregation of arrOlldissellll!lIIS in 1900. 
Aggregation of arrOlldissl!lIlellt~· in 1995 . 

Notes: The Aemish names of territorial units have not been repeated in each column for space reasons. In 
1995 Bruxelles named Bruxelles-Hal-Volvorde. In 1995 the arrondissement of Ypres was included in 
constituency no. 07. In 1995 the name of electoral constituencies changed to circonscriptionikieskring. 

In 1995 the province of Brabant was divided into three parts: 

1) Bruxelles 
2) Brabant flamandIVlaams Brabant: Louvain 
3) Brabant wallonlWals Brabant: Nivelles 

The number of provinces therefore increased from nine to 11. 



ELECTION RESULTS FOR BELGIUM 
1919-1995 

COLUMNS: 

Code 

Constituencies 

Electorate 

Voters 

Total valid votes 

Party votes 

Other panies 

Code for constituencies. 

Name of constituencies. 

Absolute figures of persons entitled to vote. 

Voters (total votes cast: valid, invalid, and blank) 
as a percentage of electorate (turnout). 

Valid votes as a percentage of total votes (voters). 

Votes for each party as a percentage of total valid 
votes. 

Total votes for parties with less than five per cent 
nation-wide and less than five per cent in all 
constituencies as a percentage of total valid votes. 

Results in absolute figures, as percentage distributions by parties and 
regions, in SPSS, SAS, and Excel formats according to different file 
structures are available on CD-ROM. 
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