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POSTSCRIPT

As computers continue to advance on so many fronts, it will be ever more
necessary to ensure their humane use and human control. To this end, it
is a salutary exercise to remind ourselves that today’s computers, and com-
puters in the future, are machines. Computers can still not demonstrate
any facility that has not been programmed into them, even though they
may be able to perform their programmed functions considerably better
than their human programmers, and computers will continue to be the
creations of men. True engineers have no respect for man-made objects,
because anything made by one human hand can be made better by another,
and engineers will continue to demonstrate this by making better and
better computers. The true problem of machines like computers continues
to be that they are means to an end, while society determines those ends,
either deliberately or by default. If you do not like what computers are
being used to do today, or you fear what computers may be used to do in
the future, then the remedy is in your own hands. Equally, if you do not
use computers to help control human progress in what will be an increas-
ingly competitive and unfriendly world at the end of this century, then
again the fault is yours, and mine. Mastering computers, and other
machines, is ultimately an act of political and moral will, of which only
people are capable.



