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A distinct profession is marked by unique knowledge, skills, 
tools, methods, and problems. The longevity of such a pro-
fession depends on the persistence of need for the practi-
tioner’s problem-solving abilities, as well as on systematic 
training and mentorship of apprentices.

In recent decades, the field of sports engineering has 
developed a suite of design and research problems which 
distinguish it from other branches of science and engineer-
ing. Along with these design and research problems have 
come the development of specialized analytical and experi-
mental tools and methods. In this new century, we have also 
seen the beginnings of sports engineering programs in post-
secondary education around the world. These have been the 
first tangible steps in labelled training and mentorship for 
our young profession.

This journal is also an important part of the cultural fabric 
of our profession. In an effort to further contribute to the pro-
fession’s development, a call was made for papers focused on 
sports engineering pedagogy so that a Special Issue could 
be produced. The goal was to solicit papers that would help 
define, characterize, and develop a unique approach to train-
ing and apprenticeship in sports engineering.

Two high-quality papers of this nature are presented 
to you in this issue. One focuses on resources to facilitate 

teaching and learning in sports engineering programs. The 
other seeks to define a methodology for pedagogical research 
in our area. Most certainly, there is ample room for more 
high-quality publications that will help shape our field’s 
training programs. Systematic comparisons of existing pro-
grams and their features would be valuable. Treatises on 
our unique curriculum topics could be very insightful. An 
examination of which teaching methods work best in sports 
engineering would also be helpful. These and countless 
other topics will be the fodder for further publications in 
“sports engineering pedagogy”. Beginning with this issue, 
and on an ongoing basis, this journal will welcome rigor-
ous, high-quality, high-impact papers in pedagogy that are 
specifically relevant to our field.

This is the start of an important journey for our profes-
sion; one that will help ensure its longevity and lasting rel-
evance. It adds a new dimension to our journal that will 
provide a more solid foundation upon which we can build 
our growing community. We look forward to receiving and 
publishing your work on pedagogy in sports engineering, in 
the years to come.
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