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A clinician scientist for the long haul is relatively unusual in
medicine. The difficulty journal editors have in getting pro-
fessionals to review papers which may take four or more hours
is a fact of modern academic publishing. There is no financial
incentive to participate. Professionalism as a subject is part of
formal basic medical training in this era. This has replaced
some of the clinical clerkship and apprenticeship time periods
of pre-modern medical training. During my undergraduate
period in UCD 1968–1974, ‘The Clinical Apprentice’ and
‘A Primer of Medicine’ were the prototype general textbooks
for medical students of that era [1, 2]. The transformation in
learning methods and evaluations can be gauged by my recent
review [3].

Professor Richard Costello

Richard Costello graduated in the top 1% of his class, at RCSI
Dublin in 1988. He trained in the Pulmonary and Critical Care
Fellowship program at The Johns Hopkins Hospital,
Baltimore, USA, from 1993 to 1997. In 2000, he earned an
MD doctorate from UCD. Following this, he was appointed
Senior Lecturer in Peter Calverely’s Department at the
University of Liverpool. He moved back to RCSI in 2000 as
a Consultant Physician and Senior Lecturer and has been pro-
moted through the academic ranks.

Professionally, from a clinical point of view, he is active in
inpatient and outpatient general respiratory and internal

medicine. He leads national specialist clinics in severe asthma
and is the clinical lead for the National Severe Asthma pro-
gramme. He also runs specialist sleep and ventilation and is
Past President of the Irish Sleep Society.

Educationally, he served as the National Specialist Director
of Training in Ireland in respiratory medicine from 2002 to
2012, developing a structured training programme, a curricu-
lum and an assessment process. He now leads the well-funded
research inmedical education department at the Royal College
of Physicians of Ireland. He is President of the European
Board of Pulmonology, Board Member of the ERS
HERMES respiratory exam group, Board Member of the
ERS Education council and Board Member of the Asthma
Society.

Academically, he is a Health Research Board of Ireland
Clinician Scientist. In the last 10 years, he has led a mul-
tidisciplinary group of academics studying how technology
can be used to optimise adherence to therapy and improve
outcomes in patients with respiratory disease. He has de-
veloped and copyrighted technology related to assessment
of inhaler adherence. He holds two patents on the use of
audio analysis for respiratory monitoring and estimation of
adherence. The INCA technology is licenced to an indige-
nous Irish company Vitalograph. He has trademarked a
FDA-approved process for trage of patients with severe
asthma. He has published over 112 original research papers
in respiratory medicine. His work is currently supported by
grants of over €5m from the EU, industry partners and the
Health Research Board of Ireland. He has supervised 15
MD and 10 PhD students. His h-index is 31 with > 3290
citations, and his i10 index is 47.
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Professor Christopher J Thompson

Professor Thompson attended St Cuthbert’s Catholic
High School at Hadrian’s Wall, Newcastle, on Tyne,
England. He qualified from Dundee University in
Medicine in 1981 and trained in Endocrinology in
Newcastle upon Tyne, where he was awarded his MD
thesis. He worked as a Lecturer in Medicine in
Edinburgh University, from where he was funded to
work as Associate Professor in the Department of
Physiology, University of California at San Francisco.
He returned to Scotland as Consultant Endocrinologist
in Glasgow before taking up post at Beaumont Hospital
in 1997. He has Fellowship of the Royal College of
Physicians of Ireland and Edinburgh.

He has served as Chairman of Diabetes Ireland and
secretary of the Irish Endocrine Society. He is chairman
of the European Hyponatraemia Network and was the
European delegate on the world consensus guidelines
for management of hyponatraemia, published in 2013.
He has served on the medical and scientific committee
of the GAA and is doctor to the Dublin Hurling Team.

His areas of interest include pituitary disease, adrenal
disease, hyponatraemia, diabetes insipidus, sports endo-
crinology, sports and diabetes. He has published exten-
sively on hyponatraemia, pituitary tumours, diabetes
insipidus—SIADH, thyroid disease and pituitary disease
following brain injury.
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Professor Fidelma Dunne

Fidelma Dunne holds a Personal Professorship in Medicine
and is currently Head of the School of Medicine at the
National University of Ireland. She is a Consultant
Endocrinologist at Galway University Hospitals. She obtained
her medical degree from the National University of Ireland
Galway (NUIG), her MD from University College Cork, her
PhD from the University of Birmingham, UK, and also holds
a Masters in Medical Education from the University of
Dundee, Scotland. On Google Scholar, her h-index is 36, her
i10 index is 85 and citations are 5188 by April 2018. In 2014,
she was awarded a Fulbright Scholar Award and is a research
partner with Professor Mary Dalton of Columbia University,
New York City.

Her major research interest is in the area of pregnancy and
diabetes. Her research group is currently conducting a number
of studies as part of the ATLANTIC DIP programme. These
studies are focusing on pregnancy outcomes in women with
type 1 and type 2 diabetes.

In addition, she is involved in a multicentre European-
funded FP7 programme on prevention of gestational diabetes
mellitus (DALI) using vitamin D and lifestyle intervention;
CONCEPTT, a JDRF-funded programme examining the ben-
efits of CGMS in women with type 1 diabetes during preg-
nancy; and EVOLVE, a pan European collection of outcomes
for women with type 1 and type 2 diabetes treated with
insulin.

Professor Dunne is the only Irish committee member of the
Diabetes in Pregnancy Study Group (EASD) of EASD and is
the President of the International Diabetes in Pregnancy Study
Groups (IADPSG) from 2016 to 2021. She is a member of the
research committee of the International Federation of
Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO).

Professor Dunne is actively involved in undergraduate and
postgraduate education through the College of Medicine
Nursing and Health Sciences at the National University of
Ireland, Galway (NUIG) and at the Royal College of
Physicians (RCPI).
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Professor Douglas Veale

Douglas J. Veale is the Director of Translational Research of
the Dublin Academic Medical Centre, Professor of Medicine
and Consultant Rheumatologist at St Vincent’s University
Hospital and a Principal Investigator at The Conway
Institute for Biomedical and Biomolecular Research,
University College Dublin (UCD). He is a fellow of both the
Royal College of Physicians in Ireland (1997) and the Royal
College, London (1999). Professor Veale graduated from the
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland in 1984 and obtained his
MD by thesis from UCD in 1992.

Professor Veale has established an international reputation
in translational research in the areas of angiogenesis, early
arthritis, biopharmaceutical therapy, biomarkers and sclero-
derma. He has established an excellent research team includ-
ing senior scientists, post-doctoral scientists, clinical research
fellows and PhD students funded by peer-reviewed grants
from the American Federation for Ageing Research, the
European Union FP6 programme and Innovative Medicines
Initiative (IMI), Health Research Board of Ireland, Science
Foundation Ireland, the Programme for Research in Third
Level Institutions and several industry partnership
programmes for research with Pfizer, Jannsen and Roche.

The Translational Research programme integrates immu-
nology research across groups—colorectal, endocrine, hepatic
and rheumatology in the ERC, the Conway Institute, UCD
and TCD. The primary clinical focus is on inflammatory ar-
thritis and scientifically on hypoxia, angiogenesis and inflam-
mation. In 2012, Professor Veale was elected to the Editorial

Board of Annals of Rheumatic Disease (Impact Factor 9111)
and Rheumatology, and the EULAR Scientific Committee.
He is a section chair and leads an abstract selection committee
for the American College of Rheumatology. His Google
Scholar data include a h-index of 63, i10 of 184 and total
citations of 14,654.
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