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In Case You Missed It: 

Business News from the Field

Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo: Congolese Director General 
Ahmed Kalej Nkand announced in a statement that all mining subcontractors 
must comply with new regulations in order to perform subcontracting 
activities, including stipulations that subcontractors must be majority-owned 
by Congolese nationals. A regulatory body, known as the ARSP, will be 
responsible for identifying subcontractors and inspecting their ownership 
status before granting licenses. (Photo courtesy of Bloomberg.)

Tesla Predicts Shortage of EV 
Battery Minerals
Washington, D.C., USA: 
Representatives of electric vehicle (EV) 
producer Tesla Inc. recently addressed 
a conference of miners, regulators, and 
lawmakers on EV battery minerals. 
Tesla’s global supply manager, Sarah 
Maryssael, explained that EV battery 
minerals like copper, cobalt, nickel, 
and lithium could soon be in shortage 
across the globe. Maryssael noted that 
Tesla will continue its increased focus 
on nickel as a part of CEO Elon Musk’s 
plan to reduce cobalt usage in batteries, 
as some cobalt extraction techniques rely 
on controversial practices such as child 
labor.

Linde Starts New Air 
Separation Plant 
Guildford, United Kingdom: Linde 
PLC, an industrial gas company, has 
launched a new air separation plant to 
support Samsung’s operations at their 
display complex. This is the fourth such 
facility that Linde has launched at this 
complex. The air separation plant is 
expected to supply 700 tonnes per day 

of gaseous nitrogen to the facility, with 
the applications of cooling and purging 
manufacturing systems. 

Toyota Announces Plans to 
Produce Crossover Vehicle 
Cambridge, Ontario, Canada: 
Automaker Toyota Motor Corp. has 
announced plans to begin producing 
their Lexus NX crossover vehicle 
at their Cambridge plant. The plant, 
which currently produces the Lexus RX 
SUV and Toyota Corolla, will receive 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
investment to enable production of the 
Lexus NX. Both gasoline and hybrid 
versions of the vehicle will be produced 
in the plant, with early 2022 as the target 
for beginning production.

Itaconix Receives Order for 
Bio-Based Detergent Polymer
London, United Kingdom: Specialty 
polymer manufacturer Itaconix PLC 
has reached a major milestone with the 

detergent polymer. While neither the 

given at press time, the deal could mark 
a move away from phosphates for the 
industry. As phosphates are being phased 
out due to environmental concerns, 
companies are looking for more 
environmentally friendly alternatives 

polymers are derived from itaconic acid, 

Detroit Secures Land for Fiat 
Chrysler Plant
Detroit, Michigan, USA: The city of 

the 215 acres required for Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles NV to build a new auto 

decades for Detroit. The plant, which 

vehicle versions of the Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, is part of a larger investment 
plan that could create 6,500 Fiat 
Chrysler jobs in the Detroit area.
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