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In Case You Missed It: 

Business News from the Field
VERDER Scientific Expands 
into Hardness Testing
Haan, Germany: The VERDER Group 
announced its majority acquisition of the 
Austrian manufacturer of hardness testing 
machinery, Qness GmbH. The acquisition 

of Qness. The move extends the portfolio 

a product line for hardness testing in 
both industrial applications and material 

equipment.

U.S. Steel to Restart Furnace 
and Steelmaking Facilities
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA: 
United States Steel Corporation announced 

and steelmaking facilities at its Granite 
City Works in Illinois, USA. The company 
expects the restart process to take up to 
four months. Both Granite City Works 
blast furnaces and steelmaking facilities 

European Commission Reveals 
Plastics Strategy
Stratsbourg, France:  The European 
Commission has announced its strategy 
to make all plastic packaging on the EU 

Melbourne, Australia: Rio 
Tinto announced that its fleet of 
autonomous haul trucks (photo left) 
have now moved more than one 
billion tonnes of both ore and waste 
material across five sites in the 
Pilbara. This milestone comes shortly 
after the company made public that 
it plans to expand its autonomous 
fleet by more than 50% by the end of 
2019. (Image courtesy Rio Tinto.)

restricting microplastics and reducing 

by encouraging innovation in recycling 

these areas.

Michelman Joins Center for 
Composite Materials Industry 
Consortium
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA:  Plastics and 
coatings specialist Michelman has joined 

Consortium. Michelman intends to 
sponsor a project focused on identifying 

help improve composite properties such 
as increased heat, impact, and fatigue 
resistance appropriate for a range of 

aerospace, and electronics industries.

Saudi Aramco Unveils New 
AUV 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia: Saudi 

in a ceremony held at the Ju’aymah pier. 
The AUV can conduct surveys 
to identify seabed clearance and 
potential debris around offshore 
platforms. It can also perform 
pipeline inspections to assess line 
integrity. While these activities 

million to construct.
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