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“While next month’s 

JOM will feature a 

proper article on the 

new strategic plan,  

I like that I can 

easily summarize it 

here and still have 

room to blather 

about The A-Team.”

“I love it when a plan comes together!”
—Hannibal Smith, The A-Team

 One of the joys of our digital modernity is the opportunity to binge watch every television 
show ever made via a growing number of video streaming services. Rising from obscurity, 

for example, the high-detonation/low-sophistication action nugget from the 1980s called The 
A-Team.
the helpless by use of guile, disguise, muscle, brains, swagger, and an ordnance-laden GMC 
van. While the team also relies on tactical unpredictability, there is a rigid predictability to each 

George Peppard, unfailingly utters his signature “I love it when” line with an infusion of irony, 
self-satisfaction, or both. In the process, a go-to adage for the fan-base was born.
 I, too, love it when a plan comes together, and one of my favorite forms of planning is 

strategic plan has been a good one, both in terms of conceptualization and implementation. 
While each plan tends to be envisioned as having a three-year life span, the plans are never 

JOM
summarize it here and still have room to blather about The A-Team. 

1. highly inclusive Society where all materials students and 
professionals feel welcome and diversity is celebrated.  

2. global materials practitioners come together and 
participate in vibrant annual meetings, specialty conferences, courses, student activities, 
and other events. 

3. 
and empowering materials experts to scope the future of materials science, engineering 
and technology. 

holding vibrant events that convene the global materials community, and on helping materials 
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	in the final analysis



