
DATA PAPER

Hiroshi Hakoyama • Hiroka Fujimori

Chiaki Okamoto • Sakie Kodama

Compilation of Japanese fisheries statistics for the Japanese eel, Anguilla
japonica, since 1894: a historical dataset for stock assessment

Received: 16 July 2015 / Accepted: 16 December 2015 / Published online: 12 January 2016
� The Ecological Society of Japan 2016

Abstract Fishery sustainability and the extinction risk of
the Japanese eel, Anguilla japonica, are of global con-
cern. The landings of the Japanese eel in Japan comprise
a large part of the landings in East Asia. This study
provides a compiled dataset of the annual fisheries
statistics of the Japanese eel in Japan for stock assess-
ment. The Japanese government has been recording
Japanese eel statistics annually since 1984 in five series of
annual reports by conducting systematic questionnaire
surveys of fisheries managers and associations; however,
most of these data are stored in analog format. The key
variables in the dataset include the harvest weight of
eels, the harvest weight and number of seeds for aqua-
culture, the number of eels stocked, and the number of
management entities engaged in the eel fishery. The le-
vels of spatial aggregation of the variables include the
site (river and lake), prefecture, inland and coastal wa-
ters, and total in Japan. We also incorporated location

data (latitude and longitude) of the site and prefecture
into the dataset. Eel harvest includes primarily yellow
eels (late juvenile stage) and silver eels (mature stage).
Seed harvest in inland waters includes glass eels (inter-
mediate stage between leptocephalus and elver) and el-
vers (early juvenile stage). Seed harvest from coastal
waters comprises glass eels. This dataset provides
information to assess long-term trends in the Japanese
eel population.
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The complete data set for this abstract published in the Data Paper
section of the journal is available in electronic format in Ecological
Research Data Paper Archives at http://db.cger.nies.go.jp/
JaLTER/ER_DataPapers/archives/2015/ERDP-2015-03.
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