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Abstract
In July 2019, the Journal of Occupational Rehabilitation participated in the 2nd World Health Organization (WHO): 
Rehabilitation 2030 meeting held at its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. The meeting highlighted the global need for 
rehabilitation services and research as well as improved access to rehabilitation in primary care for a range of disabling 
chronic and recurrent conditions. The Journal of Occupational Rehabilitation strongly supports the WHO’s well-developed 
and impressively implemented global effort. A collaborative, interdisciplinary effort is needed to establish and strengthen 
networks and partnerships between low-, middle- and high-income countries focused on research and management of work 
disability.
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In July 2019, the Journal of Occupational Rehabilitation 
participated in the 2nd World Health Organization (WHO): 
Rehabilitation 2030 meeting held at its headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland [1]. The international meeting brought 
together government agencies, researchers, WHO and other 
United Nation agencies, organizations representing reha-
bilitation service user groups and rehabilitation providers, 
funding bodies, major professional organizations, research 
institutions, journal editors, and relevant international and 
nongovernmental organizations. The focus of this meet-
ing was furthering the Rehabilitation 2030 Call for Action 
[2] and operationalization of rehabilitation services and 
research in the broad area of rehabilitation across the globe 
[3]. The meeting highlighted the global need for rehabili-
tation services and research as well as improved access 

to rehabilitation in primary care for a range of disabling 
chronic and recurrent conditions.

The 2019 meeting had a heightened emphasis on the 
increasing global burden of disability (including work 
disability) and population health data indicating the need 
to extend rehabilitation services [4]. Although there was 
emphasis on the global need for rehabilitation services 
and research of all types and in all populations, there is 
a particularly critical need for such services in low- and 
middle-income countries. The role of an ageing popula-
tion and rising prevalence of noncommunicable diseases 
were emphasized, as well as the very limited rehabilitation 
resources available in terms of providers and funds for deliv-
ery of rehabilitation services. Consensus was that the major 
challenges of an aging global population and associated 
disabling chronic conditions will add to unpreceded needs 
for rehabilitation services. Work and economic productivity 
are functional outcomes of major interest and reducing the 
global burden of work disability is a key objective.

The Journal of Occupational Rehabilitation strongly sup-
ports the WHO’s well-developed and impressively imple-
mented global effort [2]. Much still needs to be done to 
maximize the goals of this Call for Action. We are asking 
you to respond as practitioners and researchers focused on 
work disability. A collaborative, interdisciplinary effort is 
needed to establish and strengthen networks and partner-
ships between low-, middle- and high-income countries 

Michael Feuerstein—Founder and Editor in Chief, Journal of 
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focused on research and management of work disability [5]. 
This world-wide public health initiative can benefit from 
culture and context-specific efforts to implement interven-
tions known to be effective for reducing work disability, as 
well as new work disability prevention research to meet the 
unique challenges of low- and middle-income countries. Per-
haps theories and techniques developed for the prevention 
and management of work disability related to persistent or 
recurrent conditions in higher income countries that have 
been the mainstay of this journal for decades can be adapted 
to meet the needs of work disability in low- and middle-
income countries. However, caution will be needed to avoid 
repeating the problems now faced in high-income countries 
(i.e., over utilization of surgical and medical interventions, 
opioid epidemic, etc.) and exacerbating the problem in 
other areas. However, while types of work and availability 
of resources vary, applying the theories, methodologies and 
effective interdisciplinary applications developed over the 
years may greatly benefit these countries. To help make this 
happen, we suggest that interested researchers and clinicians 
contact the WHO Rehabilitation Program at rehabilitation@
who.int and ask for additional information on Rehabilita-
tion 2030. Mention that you are interested in collaboration 
related to work disability and rehabilitation.

Thank you for any attention and support you can offer. 
This journal is committed to this global effort as it relates to 
work disability and will give priority to quality submissions 
that help facilitate research and practice related to the effort.

Sincerely

Michael Feuerstein, Ph.D., MPH
Founder and Editor in Chief

Patricia A. Findley, DrPH, MSW
Senior Associate Editor

Douglas P. Gross, Ph.D., BScPT
Senior Associate Editor
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