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Dear Colleagues, readers and friends:

In this issue, and at the expense of repeating myself, I
want to update you about what ‘original paper submission’
entails. Not only Publishers, but all of us involved in
the Editorial Board, have become very sensitive to the
‘paper contents overlap’ issue. Percentages of acceptable
overlap have changed over the years and have now become
very strict. So, please allow me to emphasize once more
that: It is strongly recommended that contributed papers
do not exceed 20% (overall) overlap with prior published
research. However, it is understandable that when it comes
to references and literature review, this overlap may be
considerably higher. When this is the case, please include
a cover letter when submitting your paper, making a clear
case about it. I look at all submitted papers before I forward
them to the handling editor. I read every cover letter, thus, in
cases of more than 20% overlap, I will look more carefully
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into the contents of the paper to assess its originality and
overlook (ignore) literature review and references. I believe
this is just for the authors, you. It also protects both, you and
the publisher.

We always aim at publishing the papers of the highest
quality. We are here to serve you. We value your comments
and feedback, so reach out to us, tell us your opinion.

In the meantime, enjoy the issue.

Kimon P. Valavanis
Editor-in-Chief
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