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treatment would influence the enumerations of these cells 
is also worth discussing. As a result, their work poses an 
intriguing question about the prognostic effectiveness of 
CAMLs in MBC. However, their findings still need more 
thorough analyses so that they would be acknowledged.
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To the Editor,

With great interest, we read an article entitled “Prognostic 
values of cancer associated macrophage-like cells (CAML) 
enumeration in metastatic breast cancer”, which was recently 
written by Mu et al. and published in Breast Cancer Res 
Treat [1]. In this article, they evaluated the prognostic sig-
nificance of CAML in the cases of metastatic breast cancer 
(MBC). They found that CAMLs is an independent prognos-
tic biomarker at baseline for the patients with MBC. Even 
though we approve of their application of this biomarker to 
the challenging prediction of the prognosis of the patients 
with MBC, we deem that certain significant problems should 
be solved before their conclusions can be recognized. In our 
opinion, the first and most important limitation of their study 
is that their inclusion criteria were indistinct. In the cases of 
MBC, prognosis strongly depends on age, viscera function, 
the location and size of metastatic tumor, pathologic types, 
and treatment history [2]. For instance, the prognoses of 
bone metastasis and visceral metastasis are obviously differ-
ent, even though both of them are metastatic breast cancers 
[3]. Therefore, it is of great importance to judge whether 
those patients involved in their study were comparable. The 
authors should analyze other factors that may affect progno-
sis, and set clear inclusion criteria. Additionally, the blood 
samples utilized for the counting of CAMLs and circulating 
tumor cells (CTCs) were obtained from patients as baseline 
samples before starting a new therapy, whether the initial 
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