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To the Editor,
Thank you for your comments. As pointed out, a difference in
the baseline incidence of primary outcome was observed, but
it is very difficult to analyze a single cause for it. As such,
there was no major change in unit policy for patient manage-
ment during the study period.

As per Kaplan–Meier survival analysis, mean survival rates
of vitamin A and placebo groups were 26.1 and 24.7 days, re-
spectively. The log-rank test failed to detect any statistically sig-
nificant difference between the groups (χ2 = 2.277; p = 0.131).

The number of deaths within 7 days was 5/98 in vitamin A
group compared with 7/98 in placebo, p = 0.767 (NS).Median
(IQR) age of death was 6.1 (4.7–11.1) vs. 5.8 (4.5–7.6) days,
in vitamin A and placebo groups, respectively, p = 0.713 (NS).

As shown in Table 1, both groups were comparable with
regard to a range of maternal and neonatal characteristics.

Since there was no difference in early deaths, we do not
think non-exposure to vitamin A or a potential unmeasured
confounder was responsible for early deaths in any partic-
ular group.

We have not considered for adjustment of the primary out-
come estimate for the competing risk event (early neonatal
death) in our study.

Sixty-seven (67) babies in vitamin A group and 50
babies in the placebo group were discharged before
28 days. We agree that the efficacy and safety of post dis-
charge vitamin A therapy in high-risk neonates need to be
studied.

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdic-
tional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.
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