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Bowdler spur also found in camptomelic dysplasia
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Sir,
In a previous article in this journal we referred to the
now well-known Bowdler spur manifestation of
hypophosphatasia [1]. These transverse smoothly mar-
ginated spurs of bone near the convex side of the
midshaft of bent long bones are associated with a deep
skin dimple visible on radiographs. The Bowdler spurs
have been repeatedly seen in hypophosphatasia since
first reported by Denby Bowdler at the 1970 meeting
of the Gesellschaft für Pädiatrische Radiologie in Zürich
(as quoted in [2]).

We have now encountered similar Bowdler spurs in a
20-year-old woman with camptomelic dysplasia, associ-
ated with the bowed bones, which are a defining feature
of this dysplasia (Fig. 1). The broad protrusion of the
tibia seen on radiographs of the same patient on the
second day of life, opposite the cutaneous dimple
(Fig. 1), was not initially perceived as the Bowdler spur
that was evident later in life.

Be cau s e t h e r e a s on fo r Bowd l e r s pu r s i n
hypophosphatasia is not known, the finding of a sim-
ilar manifestation in camptomelic dysplasia implies
that some unidentified disturbance of cartilage growth
assoc ia ted wi th ce r t a in bowed bones may be
responsible.
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Fig. 1 Bowdler spur in an infant girl with camptomelic dysplasia. a At age
2 days, a lateral radiograph shows anterior bowing of the tibia and fibula and
femur (whichwas bilateral). Themid left tibia demonstrates a broadBowdler
spur and opposite it, a deep skin dimple (which was also bilateral). b An
anteroposterior radiograph in the same patient at age 20 years shows the spur
as mid-distal tibia medial, with the deep skin dimple, again, opposite it
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