
OBITUARY

Professor Lailai Gu (1938–2011)

Ji Zhang & Ming Zhu

Lailai Gu, MD

On 10 July 2011, Professor Lailai Gu, one of the most prominent
pediatric radiologists in China, passed away at the age of 73.

From 1984 to 1986, Professor Gu was a visiting scholar at
the Medical Imaging Department of the Hospital for Sick
Children in Toronto (SickKids), Canada, researching in the
area of radiology and US diagnosis. Her visit opened the door
to the academic exchange in pediatric radiology between the
mainland Chinese and the international community.

While at SickKids, Professor Gu and her colleagues
improved and perfected the treatment of intussusception,
and published a paper, “Intussusception Reduction in Chil-
dren by Rectal Insufflation of Air.” Professor Gu was the

lead author of the study, which won the John Caffey Award
in 1987, the highest honor in the international pediatric
radiology society. So far, no other pediatric radiologist from
China has won this award.

Professor Lailai Gu was born in Anhui Province, China,
in July 1938. She obtained her medical degree in pediatrics
from Shanghai Second Medical College in 1961. After
graduation and until her retirement in July 2002, Dr. Gu
worked in the Department of Radiology at Shanghai Chil-
dren′s Hospital. In March 1987, she became the deputy
director of the Department of Radiology, and from June
1989 to 1998, she was the director. She was a member of the
Pediatrics Group of the Chinese Society of Radiology.

In her more than 40 years in pediatric radiology, Professor
Gu dedicated herself to the care of so many children. In the
1990s, she devoted much of her time and effort to promoting
advanced neonatal brain US technology from western
countries. She hosted seminars and workshops attended by
hundreds of pediatric doctors who specialized in US diagnosis
from many children′s hospitals in mainland China. This, in
turn, benefited tens of thousands of children in the country.

Professor Gu was a very caring and conscientious doctor.
She was also a beloved wife and mother. She stressed the
importance of training and education for her children, a son
and a daughter. Her son has a PhD from Canada and is now
doing medical research in the United States.

In 2009, Professor Gu was diagnosed with stomach cancer.
Even during her battle with cancer going through surgery and
chemotherapy, she was still concerned about the development
of her former department. When her former colleagues from
the department visited her in the hospital during her treatment,
she told them to remember the four Cs: Colleagues, Commu-
nication, Cooperation, and Construction.

As her former students and colleagues, we deeply mourn
the loss and cherish the memory of Professor Gu. Her work
ethic and contribution over the decades will always be an
inspiration to us all.
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