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According to Dr. Cynthia L. Selfe, in 
the next five years, we will see "an ex- 
panding definition of what skills and 
understandings needed in order to func- 
tion effectively as 'literate' citizens in 
our increasingly technological commu- 
nication environments and cultures." 
As professor of composition and com- 
munication in the Humanities Depart- 
ment, Selfe advocates the need to 

"think about the skills needed for 
functional technological literacy (e.g., 
the ability to read, write, and navi- 
gate within electronic environ- 
ments) and the more intellectual 
understandings required for critical 
technological literacy (e.g., the ability 
to gauge the authoritativeness of in- 
formation on the WWW sites; the 
ability to understand the effects of 
electronic communication on the 
processes of reading, writing, com- 
munication; the ability to under- 
stand and address the increasing gap 
between the technological haves 
and have-nots and the social impli- 
cations of this gap." 

Following her keynote address, Dr. 
Selfe answered questions that confer- 
ence participants raised concerning 
the emerging literacies and technol- 
ogy. 

ON THE CHALLENGES OF EMERGING 
LITERACIES... 

Lesson # 1: New forms of literacy 

don't simply accumulate. Rather, they 
have a life spans: they emerge, over- 
lap, and compete with pre-existing 
forms; they accumulate, especially, 
perhaps, in periods of transition, but 
they also eventually fade away. 

Lesson # 2: To help students cope 
with new communication contexts 
and important new forms of emerging 
literacies, English teachers and lan- 
guage arts teachers have to be willing 
to expand their understanding of read- 
ing and composing beyond conven- 
tional bounds of the alphabetic. And 
we have to do so quickly. 

Lesson # 3" If our profession fails 
to expand the concept of literacy be- 
yond that of the alphabetic, we may 
see composition studies experience de- 
clining relevance to young people, 
and we may also see composition 
theory lose touch with the reality of 
new media texts. 

ON INTRODUCING AND EVALUATING 
MULTIPLE LITERACIES... 
Providing a "small, potent gesture" 
makes all the difference in a course or a 
curriculum. We do not need to aban- 
don the courses or assignments that we 
use, but we can and should discover 
where the opportunities are for a small, 
potent gesture that allows students and 
teachers to expand and develop our full 
range of literacies. We can still support 
and value the use of close reading and 
effective writing while we incorporate 
occasions to cultivate skills in and un- 
derstanding of multiple literacies into 
our students' learning. For example, 
change one assignment. Open an as- 
signment to a range of media--use vi- 
suals, sound, animation. 

To evaluate and grade student 
projects involving multiple literacies 

by Alice Moorhead 

does require planning. It is useful to ne- 
gotiate with students at the beginning of 
the assignment to determine the criteria 
for evaluation. Such criteria can value 
compelling written work as well as the 
effective use of visual representations to 
promote communication: the two ele- 
ments can be assessed in terms of how 
well these support and complement 
each other. There are three in particular 
that Selfe recommends highly: 
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