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nature and the physiologic and pharmacologic roles of 
the chemical mediators released during a drug reaction 
have been described with clarity. Likewise drug reac- 
tions involving the complement cascade, blood coagula- 
tion and fibrinolytic systems, along with kinin-generating 
sequences, have been succinctly discussed. This section 
of the book is particularly educational for a reader who 
may not have adequate familiarity with the different 
concepts in basic immunology. 

The second part of the book describes various anaes- 
thetic and non-anaesthetic agents that may cause anaphy- 
lactic or anaphlactoid reactions. This section is useful to 
the practising clinical anaesthetist since it sheds much 
light on the incidence of cross-sensitivity and the factors 
that may predispose these agents to cause anaphylaxis. 
The reader is further provided with a systematic approach 
to both clinical and laboratory diagnosis of anaphylactic 
reactions. The pharmacology of the drugs essential for 
immediate and subsequent management of an allergic 
drug reaction is discussed briefly. The already well- 
established principles of cardio-respiratory support have 
been reinforced in the section on management. Case 
reports illustrating the physiological consequences of 
anaphylaxis make for interesting reading. Finally, a brief 
chapter is devoted to preventive measures, and a com- 
prehensive bibliography should suffice for the inquisitive 
reader. 

This book is clearly written, easy to understand, im- 
parts up-to-date knowledge on the subject of allergic 
drug reactions in anaesthesia and should be of use to both 
practising clinicians and students of anaesthesia alike. 

G.C. Moudgil MB BS MSC FRCPC 
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A Classified Bibliography of Controlled Trials in Peri- 
natal Medicine 1940-1984. Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, UK, ISBN 0-19-261566-1. (Oxford University 
Press, Don Mills, Ontario) $68.75 

This hard-covered publication of 414 pages lists the 
authors, article titles and journal citations (journal title, 
year, volume, pages) of 2770 articles reporting con- 
trolled trials in perinatal medicine published since 1940. 
Preceding the listing of published references is an exten- 
sive "Classified Section" which categorizes the data base 
into a large number of sub-divisions. Within the clas- 
sified section the numerical identifier of each reference in 
the subsequent listing is used to indicate the references 
falling within each category. 

Cardiotonlc Drugs. A Clinical Survey (Basic and Clin- 
ical Cardiology Series, Volume 7). C.V. Leier (Ed). 
Marcel Dekker, New York, 1986 (Collier Macmillan 
Canada, Toronto) ISBN 0-8247-7611-9 $69.75 (US) 

This 312-page monograph emphasizes clinical studies 
and what they reveal about the role of cardiotonic drugs 
in a range of human disease states, particularly conges- 
tive heart failure. In addition, the book discusses animal 
studies, utilizing these reports to present data on mecha- 
nisms of action, metabolism, drug disposition, and other 
areas not available or well-defined in humans. 

Canadian Drug Identification Code, 13th Edition. 
Health Protection Braneh, Health and Welfare Canada. 
ISBN 0-660-53372-3. Canadian Government Publishing 
Centre, Ottawa (Cat. No. H42.1-1-1986). $16.95 
(Canada). $20.35 (Outside Canada). 

This publication presents data on the composition (name 
and strength of each active ingredient), and sources 
(generic and/or brand names, manufacturers), of more 
than 16,000 drug products offered for sale in Canada 
during 1986. 


