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U N D  A N G R E N Z E N D E R  G E B I E T E  

2. Auf lage  Bi rkh~user  Vorlag, Base l  u n d  S t u t t g a r t  1984, 657 pp. ,  1277 Figs.  Price SFr .  48 . - -  

Th i s  idont i f ieat ion key  of  pocke t  size (su i table  for field work)  is by  the  s ame  a u t h o r s  as t he  
v o l u m i n o u s  F lora  of  Swi tzer land  ( I - - I I I ) ,  and  ful ly  der ived  f rom it in form and  con ten t .  T h e  
typ ica l  f ea tu re  o f  these  works  is t h e  concept  o f  species aggrega te  - -  a c lus te r  of  morpho log ica l ly  
s imi l a r  t a x a ,  r a the r  t h a n  a g roup  of  m u t u a l l y  re la ted species.  

Iden t i f ica t ion  keys  are d i c h o t o m o u s  and  inden ted  - -  in  s o m e  cases  (e.g. in  genera  r ich in speciPs) 
t h i s  form seems  r a the r  imprac t i ca l :  t h e  d i s t a n t  an t i t he se s  (often on  different  pages) are  no t  eas i ly  
found ;  t he  t r ad i t iona l  b racke ted  k e y  would ve ry  l ikely  be more  su i tab le .  The  ident i f icat ion key  to 
t he  fami l ies  w i th in  the  class (e.g. Dico ty ledons)  is d iv ided in to  m a i n  groups ,  u s i n g  subs id i a ry  
k e y s  to reach  the  concrete  t a x a .  

The  g rea t e r  pa r t  of  t a x a  are  depic ted .  The  I n d i a n - i n k  m a r g i n a l  d rawings  u s u a l l y  r ep resen t  
genera l  hab i t s  and /o r  d i s t i ngu i sh i ng  de ta i l s  (flowers, frl~its, seeds).  The  book is s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  
a br ie f  morphologica l  g lossary ,  a n  I n d e x  of  L a t i n  n a m e s  o f  t a x a  w i th  ve rnacu la r  (German)  
equ iva l en t s ,  and  wi th  G e r m a n  a n d  L a t i n  indices of  t he  n a m e s  o f  genera .  

I t  would  be p r e m a t u r e  to appra i se  the  bookle t  unde r  rev iew --  t he  q u a l i t y  of  a n  ident i f ica t ion  
k e y  depends  on i ts  efficiency in field floristic work. Prec ise ly  p r i n t ed  figures, diacr i t ic  morphologi -  
cal  fea tures ,  br ief  no tes  on h a b i t a t  or a l t i t ud i na l  r ange  ( rare ly  geographica l  d i s t r ibu t ion)  are  t h e  
d a t a  to be tes ted  in th i s  way.  
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