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The challenge to mankind is to manage the 
different semi-arid zones so that productivity is 
increased and stabilized, and environmental deter- 
ioration is decreased. This is the message the editors 
of this volume in the Ecological Studies series want 
to purport  to us, and few ecologists familiar with 
the far from rosy and worsening to nearly hopeless 
ecological state of affairs in many of the semi-arid 
zones of the world would want to repudiate this 
statement. The editors and 23 authors, many of 
whom employed at the College of Natural and 
Agricultural Science of the University of California 
at Riverside, have managed to produce a good 
book on the agricultural possibilities of the semi- 
arid zones, treating many of its aspects. Varying 
with their particular interests, ecolo~sts and agri- 
culturists involved in work in semi-arid areas will 
find several of the thirteen chapters interesting and 
important to them. 

Because of the apparent  unreliability of present 
agricultural systems in the semi-arid zone despite 
much agricultural technical efforts devoted to the 
development in these zones, the book starts with a 
rather long and interesting chapter on the early 
agricultural systems in the various dry and semi-dry 
areas of the world. The authors try to analyse these 
in view of the possibilities these systems or parts of 
them may have for application in modern agri- 
cultural systems. 

Then, the evolution of the present dryland 
farming systems is examined, providing a descrip- 
tion of their present state, and an indication of 
possible future trends in dryland farming. In the 
subsequent chapters the fundamentals of climato- 
logy, soil microbiology, crop adaptation, and water 
relations between the soil, the plants and the 
atmosphere are reviewed in relation to dryland 
farming. These chapters provide the basis for the 
following chapters on the application of this 
knowledge to crop management, soil management, 
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erosion control, and pest management (nematodes, 
weeds), especially in systems with emphasis on the 
production of staple food by annual crops. The 
final chapter treats the interaction between cultiva- 
tion and livestock production in various parts of 
semi-arid Africa north of the equator. Also in other 
chapters emphasis is sometimes on the Sahelian 
and Sudanian zones of Africa, owing to the impetus 
for this type of research grown out of the recent 
tragedies in those zones. Taxonomic and subject 
indices are appended and increase the reference 
value of this interesting and worthwhile book. 

For a book of so many authors the present 
volume shows a remarkable degree of integration 
and coherence in the text. Thus, the book illustrates 
the benefits from an editorial organization with 
nearly all authors in close vicinity, so that the entire 
team can directly discuss the problems as they arise. 

M. J. A. Werger, Utrecht 

Landscape History, a new journal 

This journal will be issued once a year by the 
Society for Landscape Studies with Dr. Margaret  
L. Faull as an editor. This Society was founded with 
the aim to promote  the study of the interaction of 
man and his environment as reflected in the face of 
the landscape. 

The first volume, published 1979, contains the 
texts of papers, presented at the inaugural con- 
ference of the Society. Its price is £ 7,00, which 
means that the journal  is obtained through a 
membership of the Society at a fee of £ 7,00. The 
journal,  which does not yet have an ISSN number 
is printed in off-set on A-4 format and with a 
reasonable quality. 

This first volume contains 9 papers on 89 pages. 
They mainly deal with the analysis of the historical 
development of landscape and rural settlements in 
England, Sweden, North and Central America, and 
Nigeria. The addresses of the authors are failing. 

In view of these contents and the editorial 
introduction we may expect that this journal  will be 
of interest for landscape ecologists and environ- 
mentalists with a historical interest. 

The address of the Society is: Society for 
Landscape Studies, 3 Benjamin Street, Wakefield, 
WF2 9AN, Great Britain. 

E. van der Maarel, Uppsala 


