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                                    Abstract
In this chapter Ngũgĩ raises debates and practices evident in many colonized societies which are at the heart of postcolonial theories, that of Indigenous languages, and the knowledges they hold. Ngũgĩ argues there are four perceived barriers to the establishment of an African language policy that form an orthodoxy difficult to shift. However, drawing on the work of language “border communities” and the work of the Jalada project, he shows how an African language policy can be developed that reflects current practices that empowers Africa and its peoples and protects its knowledge base.
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This paper is an edited version of that which was presented as the Neville Alexander Memorial Lecture, Harvard, at the Harvard Centre for African Studies, on April 19, 2016


                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                            References
	Ngũgĩ (2009) Something torn and new: an African renaissance. Basic Civitas Books, New York

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Ngũgĩ (2016) Secure the base: making Africa visible in the globe. Seagull Books, Chicago

                        Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	University of California, Irvine, CA, USA
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o


Authors	Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’oView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o .


Editor information
Editors and Affiliations
	University of Melbourne, Melbourne Graduate School of Education, Melbourne, VIC, Australia
Elizabeth Ann McKinley 

	Office of the Pro-Vice Chancellor Māori, The University of Waikato, Hamilton, Waikato, New Zealand
Linda Tuhiwai Smith 




Section Editor information
	Te Kotahi Research Institute, The University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand
Leonie Pihama

	Te Kotahi Research Institute, The University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand
Jenny Lee-Morgan




Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


Copyright information
© 2019 Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd.


About this entry
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this entry
Thiong’o, N.w. (2019).  Liberate the Base: Thoughts Toward an African Language Policy.

                     In: McKinley, E., Smith, L. (eds) Handbook of Indigenous Education. Springer, Singapore. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-1839-8_61-1
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-1839-8_61-1

	Received: 30 October 2018

	Accepted: 31 October 2018

	Published: 12 November 2018

	
                            Publisher Name: Springer, Singapore

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-981-10-1839-8

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-981-10-1839-8

	eBook Packages: Springer Reference EducationReference Module Humanities and Social SciencesReference Module Education







Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					52.207.220.85
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


