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                    Abstract
In the space of a decade between the late 1960s and 1970s, coal mines and cotton mills in the U.S. were publicly acknowledged to be dangerous places to work because of the dusts in the air. Respiratory diseases endemic in the two workforces became legally compensable, while major capital investments were made to improve ventilation and make the workplaces safe. This sudden perception of danger in the workplace was supported by the labor movement and activist social reformers, but opposed by major business interests. What accounts for the success of both social constructions of risk in winning official legitimation and in altering the flow of resources in these industries?
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These keywords were added by machine and not by the authors. This process is experimental and the keywords may be updated as the learning algorithm improves.
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