
    
    
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


    
        Skip to main content

        
        

        
            
                Advertisement

                

            

        

        

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    






        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                
                
                    
[image: Book cover]


Simulating Social Phenomena pp 41–54Cite as






                

                
    
        
            	
                        Home



	
                        Simulating Social Phenomena

	
                        Conference paper


                                Social Science Simulation — Origins, Prospects, Purposes

                                	Klaus G. Troitzsch6 


                                	Conference paper



                                
                                    
    
        
            	
                        421 Accesses

                    
	
                            34
                                Citations

                        


        

    



                                


                                
    
        
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Part of the book series:
                        Lecture Notes in Economics and Mathematical Systems ((LNE,volume 456))
                    

                

            

        

    

                                
                            

                        
                        

                            
                                
                                    Abstract
This paper is about some history and some future development of computer simulation (Ostrom’s Third Symbol System) in the social sciences, as opposed to mathematical modelling (Ostrom’s Second Symbol System). Statistical modelling is mainstream, but it so often forgets about the process character of social life, whereas simulation often forgets about data. Concept driven simulation is defended, but data driven simulation is also pleaded for, taking into account that understanding a social process must precede its prediction.
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