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Abstract. CONCORD is the Facilitation and Support action for the EU-funded 
Future Internet Public-Private Partnerships (FI PPP) programme. CONCORD 
coordinates FI PPP cross-project activities. It facilitates knowledge transfer and 
co-creation across projects as well as with related external groups. It focuses on 
future-oriented strategic planning for FI PPP and on bringing a valuable contri-
bution via unbiased outsider attention to FI PPP structures and processes. 

The current Internet is a story of evolving relationships between public and private 
sector activities. Some of these activities have been results of pragmatic plans and 
policies, but in many occasions the current networked world of Inter-net-enabled 
services is based on individual inventions and innovations pasted together without 
holistic planning. 

As the Internet and other information and communications technologies (ICTs) are 
having an ever-increasing role in many economic and social activities, it is obvious 
that there has been and continues to be a need to create holistic planning for European 
Internet-related activities. For this purpose and to follow the public-private sector co-
operative mode akin to the early Internet, the European Commission launched in 2011 
the Future Internet Public-Private Partnership Programme (FI-PPP).  

The original primary objective of the FI-PPP was to advance a shared vision for Eu-
ropean-scale technology platforms and their implementation, as well as the integration 
and harmonization of the relevant policy, legal, political and regulatory frameworks to 
allow for the widest impact in European Internet-related market developments. 

As the FI-PPP is entering its second phase in 2013, the original primary objective 
is even more imperative as Europe continues to look at technology innovations to set 
anew its global competitive advantage, innovation capacity and its internal capability 
to meet the societal challenges arising in the next decade. 

During its first phase 2011-2013, the FI-PPP has produced deliverables and various 
outcomes from eleven technology platform, use case-driven and cross-FI-PPP projects: 
CONCORD, ENVIROFI, FI-CONTENT, FI-WARE, FINEST, FINSENY, INFINITY, 
INSTANT MOBILITY, OUTSMART, SAFECITY and SMARTAGRIFOOD.  

These deliverables and other outcomes have provided insights for market creation 
in specific European Future Internet-enabled services, developed common technology 
enablers for future use and created greater awareness among European business and 
research communities on Future Internet-based joint opportunities. Examples of these 
outcomes range from developing sets of generic Future Internet-technology enablers 
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to Future Internet-enabled case studies in European food chain development to logis-
tics and providing for safer urban environments. 

The first phase has in general met with the FI-PPP primary objective of setting the 
technology and policy frameworks in place, yet at the same time revealed challenges 
that continue to be addressed in the second phase of the FI-PPP to create further op-
portunities for technology implementation and go-to-market planning. 

It is noteworthy that many of the challenges and opportunities identified in FI-PPP 
are not necessarily new in terms of technology development, the most innovative 
thinking is required to develop novel ways of putting together the existing elements 
for Future Internet-enabled services in Europe and creating an enabling business envi-
ronment for getting the most economic value out of the European innovations in the 
field of Future Internet. 
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