
    
    
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


    
        Skip to main content
        
        

        
            
                Advertisement

                

            

        

        
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




        

    

        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home






	
                        Handbook Utility Management

	
                        Chapter

Unbundling – Strategic and Organisational Challenges for Power and Supply Companies


                    	Chapter
	First Online: 01 January 2009



                    	
                             pp 247–262
                        
	
                            Cite this chapter
                        


                    
                    

                    
                        
                            
                        

                    
                

                
                    
                        
                                
                                    
                                    [image: Book cover]
                                
                                
                                Handbook Utility Management
                        
                        
                    
                

            
        
    

    

    
        
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            	Luis Atienza Serna3 


                            
                            
                            
                                
    
        	
                    
                        
                    1508 Accesses

                


    



                            

                        

                        
                    
                


                
                     Abstract
One of the most important consequences of liberalising the electricity sector has been the vertical unbundling of activities. The creation of companies specialising in transmission and system operation activities has become crucial in liberalised  markets. The transmission system operation (TSO) model, in which the same company carries out both transmission and system operation activities, is the one more generally used in Europe. Compared with the independent system operation (ISO) model, where system operation and transmission are developed by different companies, this model presents many advantages in terms of efficiency and security of supply based on the synergies coming from the integration of functions within the same company. The independence of TSOs is essential to preserve efficient functioning of the electricity market. Ownership unbundling of TSOs is the most effective way to achieve such independence.
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