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Definition

In its most basic sense, forensic neuropsychology
is characterized as the presentation of neuropsy-
chological evidence to address legal questions.
The neuropsychologist acts, with definable fore-
knowledge, with the understanding that the case is
a forensic one, and the roles and requirements are
clearly understood at the outset, and they are quite
different from the neuropsychologist as treater
role. Forensic neuropsychology typically includes
cases involving worker’s compensation, disability
determinations, educational due process within
public school systems, personal injury, criminal,
child custody, impaired professional fitness for
duty, competency, and other cases involving
adversarial administrative and judicial determina-
tions. According to Sweet (1999), the demand for
neuropsychologists’ involvement in adversarial
activities is a “natural outcome of the success of
a strong scientist-practitioner orientation within
the subspecialty of clinical neuropsychology.”
This approach is both a cause and format for
clinicians engaging in forensic neuropsychology.
The approach is a cause in the sense that scientific
gathering and objective behavioral methodologies

create ongoing growth in an important knowledge
area. Among the relevant by-products of a
scientist-practitioner approach are familiarity
with disciplined scrutiny (i.e., peer review), clin-
ical procedures emphasizing data-based decision-
making (i.e., accountability), and comfort with
hypothesis testing (i.e., objective differential diag-
nosis). It is a format in the sense that related
methodologies and data-based knowledge are par-
adigmatic in ongoing forensic activities.
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