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Definition

A trial deposition or live trial testimony consists
of two phases: direct examination and cross-
examination. The direct examination precedes
the cross-examination and is conducted by the
retaining attorney. In the first part of this exami-
nation, the retaining attorney attempts to demon-
strate the qualifications of the expert witness.
Thus, for a neuropsychology expert witness, ques-
tions are centered on academic degrees, relevant
neuropsychological coursework, pre- and post-
doctoral training in neuropsychology, employ-
ment history, other relevant experiences, and
peer-reviewed scientific publications. At times,
opposing counsel may challenge the credentials
of the expert witness during the direct examina-
tion by requesting the court to voir dire the expert
witness. Voir dire means to tell the truth and in a
legal sense refers to additional questions intended
to further assess one’s competence to testify.

Thereafter, a trial judge decides whether the testi-
mony of the expert witness is to be permitted.
Once the judge permits the testimony, questioning
by the retaining attorney continues and now
focuses on open-ended questions that are intended
to evoke succinct answers in favor of the retaining
attorney’s arguments. Once all questions are
asked, the next phase of the trail deposition or
live trial testimony, the cross-examination,
ensues.

Cross-References

▶Cross-Examination
▶Voir Dire
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