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Synonyms

Haptic agnosia; Tactile asymbolia; Tactile object
agnosia; Tactoagnosia

Definition

Tactile agnosia is the inability to recognize or
identify an object by naming, matching to sample,
or demonstrating its use by solely tactual manip-
ulations, despite intact elementary tactile percep-
tions. Thus, by definition, the patient may be able
to describe certain physical characteristics of the
object by touch alone, such as size, shape, and
texture, but not identify it. Tactile agnosia in its
pure form (asymbolia) is considered rare and is
somewhat controversial, but if present, is thought
to be associated with lesions in the posterior pari-
etal lobe in either hemisphere. The deficit may be

unilateral or bilateral. If an object cannot be
named when placed in the left hand, but recogni-
tion is possible through demonstration of use or
matching to sample, then a callosal disconnection
to the language areas of the left hemisphere needs
to be considered. If a similar limitation is found in
both hands, an aphasic deficit has to be ruled out.
In some cases, the object may not be immediately
recognized but its identity may be slowly deduced
from an analysis of its elementary characteristics.

Cross-References

▶Agnosia
▶Astereognosis
▶Tactile Asymboly
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