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   Synonyms

   
    Intra-sexual competition; Male-male competition; Status acquisition; Status striving

   

  

 
 
  
   Definition

   
    Status is defined as an individual’s relative access to contested resources in a group (Henrich & Gil-White, 2001). Status can be more broadly conceptualized as an individual’s influence in pursuing their interests and goals when they conflict with the motivations and interests of others. Status competition is comprised of all the behaviors and strategies which individuals use as they vie for more relative influence and status.

   

  

 
 
  
   Introduction

   
    Potential status differentials among individuals are an important aspect of political dynamics in small-scale societies generally. This entry will present the evolutionary logic underpinning status competition, its general relevance to human evolution and social organization, and empirical studies on its overt expression in small-scale societies.

    Status differences are considered a near human universal, that is, it occurs in some form, degree,...
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