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Chapter 10
Concluding Remarks

Our empirical findings, which represent a contribution to the relevant literature, 
from our all agency analyses, with agency controls as regressors, are:

• A Phase II research project is more likely to be discontinued or to fail in busi-
nesses that are minority owned  compared to businesses that are not minority 
owned.

• There is no evidence that the probability of a project being discontinued or fail-
ing varies by the gender of the business owner.

• The probability of commercialization does not vary by either the minority status 
or gender status of the business.

• Men-owned businesses are more successful in the marketplace with their com-
mercialized technology than are women-owned businesses.

• Minority-owned businesses are more patent active than white-owned 
businesses.

• Women-owned businesses are less patent active than men-owned businesses.
• There is no evidence that minority ownership or gender ownership affects publi-

cation activity.

Throughout this monograph we focused on the relationships among dimensions 
of innovative activity and minority and gender status of the owners of the businesses 
that received Phase II SBIR awards; we also identified several project and business 
characteristics that were also related to these dimensions. That said, we included a 
number of other possible covariates in our empirical analyses that were not signifi-
cantly related to the dimensions of innovative activity studies. From our perspective, 
these so-called non-findings suggest that additional research is warranted to either 
develop theoretical foundations for the determinants of innovative activity among 
small entrepreneurial firms that are publicly supported or to rationalize the study of 
other variables.
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