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Conclusion and Outlook: A Bright 
Future for a Great Country

Abstract

The Spain of c. 2020 is very different to that described in 
the geography handbooks of the 1960s, 60 years ago. The 
world is now connected, all the information generated by 
humankind is within the immediate reach of the popula-
tion, communications are fluid, and society has become 
more urbanized (even in the countryside), more tolerant, 
more open, and much more knowledgeable.
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If anything can be deduced from the preceding chapters, it is 
that Spain is indeed a great country, not so much in terms of 
size (its area is similar to that of Texas, as was said at the 
beginning of the book) but in terms of the variety of resources 
it offers so that its inhabitants can lead a life of personal 
fulfillment.

Spain has gone from being a poor corner of southern 
Europe to being a rich country that attracts foreign visitors 
with its natural, social, and cultural values. The tens of thou-
sands of Germans, English, and Dutch who live all year 
round on its coasts inhabit a geographical space that is far 
from the developmentalism of the 1960s or the picturesque 
and folklore-like nature with which the country was charac-
terized in tourism promotion plans and which still survives in 
some superficial analyses.

Unity within variety is a fundamental value in under-
standing Spain’s success. The territorial cohesion provided 
by an advanced infrastructure and EU funds has been a deci-
sive factor. A common history, a set of very similar regional 
‘cultures’, and the intelligent combination of specializations 

within a natural framework with many possibilities have 
allowed the country, despite adversities, to slowly reach pre-
viously unimaginable levels of well-being. Spain, today, can 
be considered a role model for the rest of the world.

Among the immediate challenges is climate change. It is 
necessary to take measures to alleviate the effects of global 
warming. Spain has the sufficient tools and capabilities to do 
this, but it is essential to start as soon as possible in order to 
reduce costs and impacts.

The country should also avoid drifting towards populism, 
strengthening the common and weakening what separates 
the Spaniards. To do this, it is essential to abide by the rule of 
law and defend the Constitution against the enemies of 
democracy. As has happened several times throughout the 
country’s history, ignorance, fanaticism, and ambition lurk 
around every corner and can lead to disaster. Education, the 
backbone of all social welfare, can help prevent the mistakes 
of the past from being made again. Fostering greater territo-
rial cohesion and solidarity between regions is increasingly 
necessary.

The path begun in 1978 has managed to straighten a tra-
jectory of growth for an ever-increasing number of Spaniards 
and despite its imperfections is the only strategy shown to be 
the way forward. It is necessary to improve that which does 
not work optimally but always with the welfare of the coun-
try as a whole in mind.

The future lies in achieving a magnificent and diverse 
country made up of dissimilar parts (“one out of many”), 
which further facilitates personal fulfillment and happiness. 
The country has the natural conditions to support this 
endeavor, and its population has the necessary resources to 
achieve it. In the absence of relevant external threats and by 
defending and deepening the advanced social values 
enshrined in the Constitution, the outlook is favorable.
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