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                    Abstract
It is estimated that chronic inflammation contributes to nearly 25% of human cancers. Inflammation of the gastric mucosa is dependent on various modulatory components such as microbes, environment, and host predisposition. Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) can initiate and sustain gastric inflammation by its virulence factors as well as by altered cellular pathways that are involved in the restoration of the tissue homeostasis after infection. Indeed, in an attempt to repair injured mucosa, immune system may contribute to gastric cancer development through its physiological pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory activities which, particularly in a setting of chronic antigenic stimulation, can turn in pro-tumorigenic effects. In this chapter some of the mechanisms connected to H. pylori-related inflammation will be depicted, also focusing on microenvironmental cellular and soluble driving factors recently highlighted in gastric cancer promotion.
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