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Lecture circuit

Various ones of our number find themselves on the lecture circuit
after an especially popular book or because they work on issues
of wide interest, or just because they happen to be smart,
articulate speakers who can offer an audience a lot of food for
thought in an accessible way. One can think of this prospect as
guest lectures writ large, so all the wisdom found under that
heading applies here and then some.

Lecturing can be a great way to reach people who are not in the
classroom. It can also be a way to take the temperature of the
public, to learn what issues and approaches are most helpful. On
the downside, the travel and changes involved in any such under-
taking (ask anyone who has done a book tour) are strenuous, so
be prepared.

When saying yes or no to invitations, the size of the audience is
less important than the ‘‘fit’’ between speaker and listeners. A
handful of people who really want to hear what you have to say
can be far more rewarding than a hall full of restless undergradu-
ates who are there under duress. Be sure to talk with trusted
colleagues about lecture fees. They range widely, and women are
forever being asked to give their skills away for little or nothing.

LGBTQ

There is no single word to describe the myriad ways people
organize their sexual activities and gender identities, so the
amalgam of letters ‘‘LGBTQ’’ has come to stand for some of the
possibilities: lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer—or
sometimes ‘‘Q’’ stands for questioning.

The terms themselves may be usefully ambiguous as well.
Women who identify as lesbians may have sex with other
women, or they may organize their lives around other women.
They may have sex with people across a range of genders, only
with themselves, or not at all. Gay men may organize their lives
around resistance to dominant gender norms or they may focus
on men in ways that extend misogyny. Bisexual women or men
may organize their lives around partners of different genders or
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