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the Association for Asian American Studies, National Women’s
Studies Association, etc. Most institutions will fund attendance
at one professional association meeting a year, and then only if
the faculty member is on the program. To attend other meetings
may require you to pay yourself, so, if you need to be active in
several learned societies, try to negotiate support for such activity
at the time you are offered a position. An institution may be
willing to specify an amount for travel to meetings, rather than
limit faculty to one meeting, but be sure the amount is adequate
for more than one meeting. Taking a proactive stance (in a
nonhostile manner) can make a world of difference in terms of
keeping open spaces for interdisciplinary undertakings.

International colleagues

The number of international faculty in higher education is rising
steadily. Depending on the discipline (especially in the sciences),
between one-fifth and one-third of professors are immigrants.
Religious studies is no exception, and your department will in all
likelihood have an international flavor.

Academe is generally a welcoming place for people from
around the world; there is a broad consensus that international,
multicultural, and multireligious perspectives enrich the learning
environment for students and faculty. For many international
scholars, U.S. institutions of higher education provide the eco-
nomically, religiously, and politically safe environment needed
to engage in research that would be impossible in their home
countries.

Despite difficulties with the INS (see Immigration), racism,
and xenophobia, most immigrants find the United States open
and hospitable and develop strong ties to their colleagues and
institutions.

International study

In an increasingly globalized world, international study is virtu-
ally required for religious studies professionals. It often means
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