
64 A Guide for Women in Religion

However, resident aliens are often not eligible for certain
grants and scholarships and you may have to apply for a reentry
permit when you go on sabbatical for more than twelve months.
If you leave the country for your sabbatical, your citizenship
clock (of five years) begins all over again.

Immigrant status can also become especially problematic for
older women, because one is not eligible for certain health and
welfare benefits and one pays higher inheritance taxes. All of
these issues reflect the tenuous positions of migrants worldwide
and the difficult impact of globalization on the freedom of
movement of all people. Canadian and Mexican citizens who
have an offer of a position that requires a BA or higher have the
option of a temporary NAFTA (North American Free Trade
Agreement) visa. These are offered only at the border at the
discretion of the border immigration officers. These can be hard
to get, but be prepared with your CV, job contract, diplomas and
degrees, transcript and citizenship papers.

Check with the INS for updates on these matters, and, of
course, consult an attorney for legal issues.

Some U.S. workers may wish to emigrate to work in another
country. Visas and work permits will vary widely, so the same
advice to consult a lawyer and expect certain complications
applies.

Inclusive language

Languages reflect cultural changes with regard to gender, race,
disability, and other important social matters. Institutions in-
creasingly expect that language used in official documents as well
as in teaching and writing will reflect these changes. Therefore,
the use of ‘‘persons’’ instead of ‘‘men,’’ ‘‘night’’ instead of
‘‘darkness,’’ and the like are normative. Far from being an
exercise in political correctness, this is simply an evolution of
language that serves to include rather than exclude, honor rather
than dismiss.
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