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Fellowships, professional

As a professional, you will be eligible for fellowships of various
sorts. There is a world of funds available for the enterprising
professional who can write good proposals. For example, the
National Endowment for the Humanities and the Guggenheim
Foundation offer grants for relatively senior scholars with pro-
jects. The Women’s Studies in Religion Program at Harvard
Divinity School offers a one-year residency fellowship, as do
many humanities centers at universities and colleges. The AAR
Web site lists some of these sources, as do university offices of
sponsored research.

As you plan sabbaticals, which are often for one semester,
consider applying for a fellowship that will allow you to extend
the time to a year. Some schools encourage faculty to do so and
provide grant-writing help to enable them to apply for fellow-
ships. It is in the interest of the institution to help you, as it adds to
its faculty’s luster when they win prestigious awards. Remember
that it may take multiple years and repeated applications to win
an award, so keep trying, and begin applying well ahead of when
you anticipate a sabbatical. If you are turned down, ask for
feedback. You may discover you were close, and it is worth
trying again. If you haven’t a ghost of a chance, this is also useful
to learn, so as to avoid wasting time and energy in repeated
applications.

Feminist

Definitions of feminism abound, but the bumper sticker that
says, ‘‘Feminism is the radical notion that women are full per-
sons’’ remains a good summary. Feminism arose around the
world out of the struggle for women’s rights and women’s
survival. It is a globalized movement and theoretical commit-
ment to securing the well-being of women and dependent child-
ren in a world that has long privileged men. Feminism began as a
gender-based concern. But due to the influence of womanism (see
Womanist), mujerisimo (see Mujerista), Asian American, and
Native American women’s work, it now signals a complex
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