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Women’s studies

Women’s studies has emerged as a new field of study, in some
instances a new program or department, in the past twenty years.
It is still young and changing; indeed, in many instances it has
been subject to such intense backlash that it is out of existence
already, morphed into gender studies or in some other way
forced to back away from an explicit commitment to women’s
well-being. Women’s studies acts as a border field, and lends
itself readily to interdisciplinary learning. Women’s studies courses
treat issues from a perspective that is implicitly or explicitly
feminist, multicultural, and respectful of difference.

In religious studies feminist, womanist, mujerista, Asian, Native
American, and other explicitly women-centered forms of analy-
sis and discourse constitute a rich and powerful example of
women’s studies. However, in many institutions those gains are
eroding. Those who teach and study religion will find many areas
of shared interest. Getting involved in women’s studies will allow
for hybridization, team teaching, and creative approaches to
standard material.

A common question from doctoral students is whether they
should risk working in women’s studies. Or, perhaps, should
they do a ‘‘straight’’ dissertation and then concern themselves
with women’s issues later? This is a hard call, given the virulent
pressure on women to conform to patriarchal ways. If we are to
have another generation of scholars and activists trained in
women’s studies in religion, it is imperative that our best and
brightest do their work where it matters most.

Xenophobia

The United States of America understands itself as a country of
immigrants and is generally open toward newcomers. However,
it is also racist toward immigrants of color, people from develop-
ing countries, and Muslims (or anybody who looks Muslim, such
as Sikhs), especially post–September 11.

This is particularly troubling if your university or institution is
located somewhere that white, Christian norms rule unbroken.
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