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Postcolonialism

Postcolonial discourse is an emerging area of study investigating
oppositional thinking that began at the first breath of European
colonial conquest of the world. It is similar to postmodern
thought in that it seeks to deconstruct master narratives and
challenge binary oppositions. Many institutions understand that
the world is growing ever smaller and try to prepare students for
this new reality. Therefore, they work to bring in people from
other countries and cultures to create a global community. This
means that some of our teachers, our students, and our peers will
come from countries that have a colonial history.

Not all colonialisms are created equal. The United States, once
a colony, is now arguably the most powerful country on the
earth, exporting its own hegemonic cultural and economic influ-
ence. Postcolonial work requires careful listening and a willing-
ness to see and accept the authenticity of the Others within the
definitions formulated by the Other selves. Like racism, sexism,
and all forms of oppression, it is a challenge for everyone in
the field, not simply for those who suffer its sting. Religions are
classic tools of colonialism, so understanding and deconstructing
them is essential to getting beyond hegemonic norms.

Poster session

Poster sessions are common in many fields, especially the sci-
ences and medicine, though new to religious studies at the
Annual Meeting of the AAR. They are a chance to display current
research and engage in conversation with colleagues who may be
involved in similar projects. One applies for a poster session just
as one does for presenting a paper. The difference is that instead
of presenting to an audience, one presents, via a poster board, to
individuals who stop to talk during a designated period during
the meeting. A sharp, well-written, and well-mounted display on
a 4’x 8’ board is the medium. Words, pictures, graphics, and
other means to convey research and results are made available to
interested passersby. Though very different from presenting an
academic paper, poster sessions are especially useful for generat-
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