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Africa; contribute to mobilizing and strengthening African 
capacities within a network approach; promote constructive 
debates that lead to innovative decisions within and outside the 
region. Its four main areas of concentration are: Medium- and 
Long-term Development Perspectives; Rural Transformation 
and Sustainable Development; Local Development and Regional 
Integration; Governance, Peace and Security.
Relations with other international organizations. Under a protocol 
signed at the same time as the OECD Convention, the European 
Commission takes part in the work of the OECD. EFTA may also 
send representatives to attend OECD meetings. Formal relations 
exist with a number of other international organizations, including 
the Asian Development Bank, Inter-American Development 
Bank, World Bank, IMF, UNCTAD, WHO and the Parliamentary 
Assemblies of the Council of Europe and NATO. 
Relations with civil society. Consultations with civil society 
organizations (CSOs) take place across the whole range of the 
OECD’s work. The Business and Industry Advisory Committee 
to the OECD (BIAC) and the Trade Union Advisory Committee 
to the OECD (TUAC) have been granted consultative status 
enabling them to discuss subjects of common interest and be 
consulted in a particular field by the relevant OECD Committee 
or its officers. Individual committees are in direct dialogue with 
CSOs interested in following their areas of work and establish 
modalities for consultations, and in some exceptional cases CSOs 
have expert status. Since 2000 the OECD has organized, annually, 
the OECD Forum, an international public conference, offering 
business, labour and civil society the opportunity to discuss key 
issues of the 21st century with government ministers and leaders 
of international organizations. 
Organization. The governing body of the OECD is the Council, 
made up of representatives of each member country and in which 
the European Commission participates. It meets from time to 
time (usually once a year) at the level of government ministers, 
with the chairmanship at ministerial level being rotated among 
member governments. The Council also meets regularly at 
official level, under the chairmanship of the Secretary-General 
at the level of Permanent Representatives to OECD (ambassadors 
who head resident diplomatic missions). It is responsible for all 
questions of general policy and may establish subsidiary bodies as 
required to achieve the aims of the Organisation. Decisions and 
recommendations of the Council are adopted by consensus of all 
its members. 

The Council is assisted by an Executive Committee, a Budget 
Committee and an External Relations Committee which prepare 
the work of the council and are also called upon to carry out 
specific tasks where necessary. These three Committees have 
limited decision-making power within their field of competence. 
Apart from its regular meetings, the Executive Committee meets 
occasionally in special sessions attended by senior government 
officials. The greater part of the work of the OECD is prepared 
and carried out by about 200 specialized bodies (Committees, 
Working Parties, etc.). All members are normally represented 
on these bodies, except a few which have a more restricted 
membership. Delegates are usually officials coming either from 
the capitals of member states or from the Permanent Delegations 
to the OECD. Funding is by contributions from member states, 
based on a formula related to their size and economy.

The International Energy Agency (IEA), and the Nuclear 
Energy Agency (NEA) are also part of the OECD system.

Headquarters: 2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, 
France.
Website: http://www.oecd.org
Secretary-General: Angel Gurría (Mexico).
Deputy Secretaries-General: Richard E. Hecklinger (USA), 
Kiyotaka Akasaka (Japan). 

Publications include: OECD Factbook; Economic, Environmental and Social 
Statistics (annual); OECD Policy Briefs (20 a year); OECD Economic Surveys 
(by country); Environmental Performance Reviews (by country); OECD 
Economic Outlook (twice a year); Economic Policy Reform: Going for Growth 
(annual); OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook (annual); Education at a Glance 
(annual); OECD Employment Outlook (annual); OECD Science, Technology 
and Industry Outlook (biennial); International Migration Outlook (annual); 
Health at a Glance (biennial); Society at a Glance (biennial); OECD Health 
Data (CD-ROM; annual); Financial Market Trends (twice a year); Statistics of 
International Trade (monthly); International Trade by Commodity Statistics 
(annual); Main Economic Indicators (monthly); Energy Balances (annual); 
World Energy Outlook (annual); National Accounts (quarterly and annual); 
African Economic Outlook (annual); OECD Observer (six a year); Quarterly 
Labour Force Statistics; Model Tax Convention; Development Co-operation 
Report (annual); Development Centre Policy Briefs. For a full list of OECD 
publications, visit the website: http://www.oecd.org/bookshop.
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Organization of the Islamic 

Conference (OIC)

Founded in 1969, the objectives of the OIC are to promote Islamic 
solidarity among member states; to consolidate co-operation 
among member states in the economic, social, cultural, scientific 
and other vital fields of activities, and to carry out consultations 
among member states in international organizations; to endeavour 
to eliminate racial segregation, discrimination and to eradicate 
colonialism in all its forms; to take the necessary measures to 
support international peace and security founded on justice; 
to strengthen the struggle of all Muslim peoples with a view to 
safeguarding their dignity, independence and national rights; to 
create a suitable atmosphere for the promotion of co-operation 
and understanding among member states and other countries.

Members (57 as of Jan. 2007). Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Brunei, Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Gabon, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Suriname, 
Syria, Tajikistan, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Yemen. Observers. Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Central African Republic, Russia, Thailand, Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Headquarters: PO Box 5925, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Website: http://www.oic-un.org 
Secretary-General: Dr Ekmeleddin İhsanoğlu (Turkey).

Unrepresented Nations and 

Peoples Organization (UNPO)

UNPO is an international organization created by nations and 
peoples around the world who are not represented in the world’s 
principal international organizations, such as the UN. Founded 
in 1991, UNPO now has 53 members representing over 100m. 
people worldwide.
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