
and the ongoing Doha negotiations, with the aim of enhancing
co-operation and increasing awareness of WTO activities.

Organization. As of Feb. 2017 the WTO had 164 members,
accounting for around 95% of world trade. The WTO is run by
its member governments and derives its income from annual
contributions from its members. All major decisions are made by
the membership as a whole, either by ministers (who usually meet
at least once every two years) or by their ambassadors or delegates
(who meet regularly in Geneva). Day-to-day work in between the
ministerial conferences is handled by three bodies: the General
Council, the Dispute Settlement Body and the Trade Policy
Review Body. All three consist of all the WTO members. The
previous GATT Secretariat now serves the WTO, which has no
resources of its own other than its operating budget. The budget
for 2015 was 197,203,900 Swiss francs.

Headquarters: Centre William Rappard, 154 rue de Lausanne,
CH-1211 Geneva 21, Switzerland.
Website: http://www.wto.org
Email: enquiries@wto.org
Director-General: Roberto Azevêdo (Brazil).

Publications include: Annual Report.—World Trade Report (annual).—
International Trade Statistics (annual).—Trade Policy Reviews.

Further Reading
Bohne, Eberhard, The World Trade Organization: Institutional

Development and Reform. 2010
Fulton, Richard and Buterbaugh, Kevin, The WTO Primer: Tracing Trade’s

Visible Hand through Case Studies. 2008
Narlikar, Amrita, Daunton, Martin and Stern, Robert M. (eds.) The Oxford

Handbook on the World Trade Organization. 2012

Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO)

The Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO Preparatory Commission)
is an international organization established by the States
Signatories to the Treaty on 19 Nov. 1996. It carries out the
necessary preparations for the effective implementation of
the Treaty, and prepares for the first session of the Conference of
the States Parties to the Treaty.

The Preparatory Commission consists of a plenary body
composed of all the States Signatories, and the Provisional
Technical Secretariat (PTS). Upon signing the Treaty a state
becomes a member of the Commission. Member states oversee
the work of the Preparatory Commission and fund its activities.
The Commission’s main task is the establishment of the 337
facility International Monitoring System and the International
Data Centre, its provisional operation and the development of
operational manuals. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty prohibits any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other
nuclear explosion anywhere in the world. As of Feb. 2017 the
Treaty had 183 States Signatories and 166 ratifications.

See also Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) on page 77.

Headquarters: Vienna International Centre, PO Box 1200,
A-1400 Vienna, Austria.
Website: http://www.ctbto.org
Email: info@ctbto.org
Executive Secretary: Lassina Zerbo (Burkina Faso).

Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

The OPCW is responsible for the implementation of the
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), which became effective
on 29 April 1997. The principal organ of the OPCW is the

Conference of the States Parties, composed of all the members of
the Organization.

Given the relative simplicity of producing chemical warfare
agents, the verification provisions of the CWC are far-reaching.
The routine monitoring regime involves submission by States
Parties of initial and annual declarations to the OPCW and initial
visits and systematic inspections of declared weapons storage,
production and destruction facilities. Verification is also applied
to chemical industry facilities which produce, process or consume
dual-use chemicals listed in the convention.

The OPCW also co-ordinates assistance to any State Party that
falls victim of chemical warfare as it fosters international
co-operation in the peaceful application of chemistry.

By Feb. 2017 a total of 192 countries and territories were States
Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention.

Headquarters: Johan de Wittlaan 32, 2517 JR The Hague,
Netherlands.
Website: http://www.opcw.org
Email: public.affairs@opcw.org
Director General: Ahmet Üzümcü (Turkey).

UN Conventions

Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
was adopted on 13 Dec. 2006 and came into force on 3 May 2008.
With 82 signatories to the Convention and 44 signatories to the
Optional Protocol, it holds the record for the highest number of
signatories to a UN convention on its opening day. As of Feb.
2017 it had 160 signatories.

The Convention recognizes the human rights of disabled
people who have physical, mental and/or sensory long-term
impairments that may affect their full participation in society.
Article 1 lays out the convention’s aim ‘to promote, protect and
ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to
promote respect for their inherent dignity’. Member states are
obliged to ensure the equality and non-discrimination, health,
education and employment of disabled people. Every four years,
each member state must submit a report on relevant measures
taken. A committee of 18 independent experts monitors the
implementation of the convention and normally meets in Geneva,
Switzerland twice a year.

Headquarters: Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD), Human Rights Treaties Division,
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Palais Wilson, 52 rue des Pâquis,
CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland.
Website: https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/
convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
Email: enable@un.org

United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) was adopted in Paris in 1994 and came into force in
Dec. 1996. Its 195 signatory parties (194 states and the EU) meet
every other year and work to combat the effects of desertification,
drought and land degradation. Specific attention is paid to Africa,
where desertification is most prevalent. The ten-year strategy
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