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Notes 
Adelaide Sartoris (1814-79), former opera-singer, sister of the actress 
Fanny Kemble, had known the Brownings mainly in Rome. Her later friend
ship with Browning in London ended in the early 1870s (see Browning to 
his American Friends: Letters Between the Brownings, the Storys and fames 
Russell Lowell 1841-1890, ed. Gertrude Reece Hudson (London, 1965), 
pp. 167-9). 

1 An exception to his broad liberal principles' 

Rudolf Lehmann 

As a curious anomaly and an exception to his broad liberal 
principles, [Browning's] punctiliousness on the subject of his and 
his wife's pedigree may be worth recording. On one occasion, when 
marriages among people of different social positions formed the 
abstract subject of conversation, I heard him exclaim, 'If ever a son 
of mine should so disgrace himself, I should certainly cut him off 
with a shilling.' 1 

An Artist's Reminiscences (London, 1894), pp. 230-1 

Notes 

Lehmann (1819-1905) knew Browning well and drew or painted his 
portrait several times (see above, p. 71). 

Pen Browning wanted to marry a Belgian woman, daughter of a hotel-owner, in 
1877. His father strongly objected, not explicitly on grounds of 'different social 
positions' but because Pen lacked a substantial income and would be distracted 
from his profession. The relationship was broken off, and a reconciliation 
between father and son was effected by Joseph Milsand (1817-86), French 
landowner and critic and probably Browning's closest friend. 

1 An enviably happy man' 

William Michael Rossetti 

[Browning] always appeared to me - spite of the one great sorrow of 
his life- an enviably happy man. Conscious of power, conscious of 
the fine exercise of his power; having no definite occupation save 
that of writing poetry, writing as much of it as he chose - and he 
was wont to sit down to it day by day with the regularity of a profes
sional man, as I have more than once heard him avouch - and, 
when he had done what he wanted, devoting the rest of the day to 
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