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Notes 

Browning is replying to a letter of 2 December in which Ruskin 
acknowledges the power of Men and Women but finds some of the 
poems 'the most amazing Conundrums that ever were proposed to me' 
(R. ]. DeLaura, 'Ruskin and the Brownings', Bulletin of the fohn Rylands 
Library 54 (1971-2), p. 324). Ruskin (1819-1900) first met the 
Brownings in London in 1852. In Modern Painters, iv (London, 1856), 
p. 379, he praised and extensively quoted 'The Bishop Orders His 
Tomb at St Praxed's Church'. On the whole, however, he found Barrett 
Browning's work more congenial; he was particularly enthusiastic 
about Aurora Leigh. 

Writing Aurora Leigh 

Alexandra Orr 

Mrs Browning was then writing Aurora Leigh, and her husband must 
have been more than ever impressed by her power of work, as dis
played by her manner of working. To him, as to most creative writers, 
perfect quiet was indispensable to literary production. She wrote in 
pencil, on scraps of paper, as she lay on the sofa in her sitting-room, 
open to interruption from chance visitors, or from her little omni
present son; simply hiding the paper beside her if anyone came in, 
and taking it up again when she was free. And if this process was 
conceivable in the large, comparatively silent spaces of their Italian 
home, and amidst habits of life which reserved social intercourse for 
the close of the working day, it baffles belief when one thinks of it as 
carried on in the conditions of a Parisian winter, and the little salon of 
the apartment in the Rue du Colisee in which those months were 
spent. 

Orr, pp. 208-9 

Notes 

Barrett Browning wrote most of Aurora Leigh in Paris between 
December 1855 and June 1856. 

With Landor at Siena 

Edith Peruzzi de' Medici 

The Brownings almost invariably came over in the afternoon to tea on 
the grass terrace. 1 Mr Hamilton Wild, 2 the genial artist, was a constant 
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