
A ITER a death some families may 
wish to send the body back to 
its country of origin for 

burial. Steps must be taken to arrange 
this, but the funeral director will, in 
practice, arrange almost everything. 

Once the death has occurred, the 
family must: 
e Contact the funeraJ director of its 
choice and tell him its wish to send the 
body home. 
e Register the death, by taking the 
death certificate to the registrar of 
births and deaths for the locality, and 
inform the registrar that the body is to 
be transported to the deceased's original 
homeland. 

Instead of issuing the usual certificate 
of disposal, the registrar will make a 
copy of the death certificate for the 
family to give to the funeral director. 
There is a small charge for this (current
ly £2). 

The funeral director will do the rest. 
This includes applying to the coroner 
for an out of England order, which is 
usuaJiy granted within a day or two. 

The funeral director also needs to 

supply the airline which will be carrying 
the body with the following: 
e A freedom from infection certificate: 
The funeral director will obtain this 
from the doctor who signed the death 
certificate. The doctor can charge a fee 
for this, which can vary from virtually 
nothing to about £15. The freedom 
from infection certificate is a public 
health measure, and the airline may 
refuse to carry a body that had suffered 
from an infectious disease 
e A zinc-lined coffin which must be 
hermeticaJly sealed. Modern sealing 
methods enable the coffin to be opened 
at the destination, if required 
e A certificate to prove that the body 
has been embalmed 
e Some countries require a consular 
seal from the relevant embassy. 

The funeral director will organise all 
travel and transport. 

The arrangements can usually be 
completed in a matter of days. The cost 
varies (often by as much as £300) as 
different airlines have different freight 
charges. It is therefore advisable to ask 
more than one airline for a quote. 
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If the body to be transported was the 
subject of a coroner's inquest and if the 
verdict was naturaJ causes, there are no 
problems and the above procedure will 
be followed. 

However, if the death was unnatural 
-for example, as a result of murder or 
violence - then repatriation will not be 
allowed until the court case is over, 
which may take many months. In this 
case the body will be held in the city 
mortuary and will be released once the 
court proceedings are complete. NT 

These guidelines are intended to help health 
care staff in unfamiliar situations, particularly 
where no immediate family members are 
available. If possible, the views of the indivi
dual or family concerned should be sought. 
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