
Postscript 

When I submitted the thesis on which this book is largely based in 1987, I felt 
compelled to make a statement about the conditions under which it had been 
written. Two years later the conditions under which much research in British 
universities is carried out have not changed and I see hardship- real material 
hardship, not mere mental suffering- becoming the norm for too many friends 
and colleagues doing postgraduate research. I see no reason to alter the words 
I wrote then and reproduce them here without apology, merely regretting that 
they do not adequately express the strength of my feelings. 

When I began postgraduate work, in October 1983, the Economic and 
Social Research Council, rightly in my view, made it plain that it expected 
doctoral theses to be submitted within four years. With the submission of 
this thesis in September 1987 I fill my part of that social contract with the 
state. However, having set four years as the mark, my ESRC grant ran out 
after three years in October 1986, when I was in the middle of writing up. As 
a result, in the year since then I have worked variously as a barman, cashier, 
secretary and word processor operator. All of this work was casual, lowly 
paid and time-consuming, but without it I could not have made ends meet. 
Writing a thesis can be a strain at the best of times: writing a thesis while 
constantly worrying about money and having to spend so much time on 
casual work imposed physical and mental stresses which at times I found 
almost intolerable. 

I think it quite wrong for a state body to say that four years is the 
acceptable limit for completion of a doctoral thesis and then end funding 
after only three years. The reason many theses take so long to complete is 
that researchers are forced to devote a significant proportion of their time 
and energy to earning the money which allows them to continue writing. I 
feel deep bitterness and anger that I was expected to write decently under 
these conditions. I feel especially bitter that this hardship was suffered in a 
rich industrial country with a government constantly proclaiming its com
mitment to education. 

231 

DAVID CLEARY 

1989 

D. Cleary, Anatomy of the Amazon Gold Rush
© David Cleary 1990


