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OFF-SITE WORKING 

You will find that quite often you will work in occupied houses on either repair 
work or extensions. Remember this is someone's home, so treat it with respect. 
Cover all carpets with dust sheets. Do not use plastic or polythene sheets for if 
either of these materials becomes wet, it will turn into a virtual skating rink. 

Many homes will have an outside tap from which you can get your mixing or 
'gauging' water. Always use it when it is available. Do not put your working 
bucket into someone' s kitchen sink. You will not be thanked by the lady of the 
house if she finds her enamel or stainless steel sink covered in scratches and 
the plug hole full of plaster! If you have to take your water from the kitchen sink, 
then do so with a clean plastic bucket. I have done this, caught the base of the 
bucket on the sink edge and sent the water all over myself and the kitchen floor, 
so take care! 

When engaged on repair work, you will at some time be asked to make-good 
the plaster around new electrical installations. Never do this until you have 
either switched off the power supply, or removed the main fuses affecting the 
working area. Always remember to switch the power on again, or replace the 
fuses when your work is complete. The house owner will not want to return 
from work to find his deep-freeze full of water. 

One problem when working in private houses can be the disposal of rubbish 
and bucket slops. Try and 'bag-up' your rubbish in an empty plaster or cement 
bag, so that it can be disposed of easily. Slops are a different problem. Never tip 
them down the sink or outside drain. Try and find a piece of uncultivated 
garden. Add plenty of water to the slops, tip them out onto the soil and fork 
them in, then tip some more clean water on if necessary. 
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