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                                    Abstract
The word ‘tenkō’ has been applied at various times to everything from the Meiji intellectual’s rediscovery of Japanese culture to the post-war student activist’s acceptance of a job with Mitsubishi.1 It refers to the act of renouncing an ideological commitment under pressure. The current usage of the term originated in the 1930s, when the majority of imprisoned members of the Japan Communist Party publicly renounced their party affiliations. The fact that an ideological commitment was given up, and the fact that the persons involved were in prison because of that commitment, suggests that tenkō is related to thought control.
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