
WORLD POLICE AND PARAMILITARY FORCES

TAIWAN
'Republic of China'

Area: 35,981 sq. km
Population: 17,878,386
Capital: Taipei

Head of State: Chiang Ching-kuo (President)
Minister of the Interior: Wu Pohsiung

Taiwan comprises 2 special municipalities, (Taipei and
Kaohsiung) 5 municipalities (Keelung, Taichung, Tainan,
Chiayi and Hsinchu) and 16 counties (Hsien), as follows:

Changhua Penghu
Chiayi Pingtung
Hsinchu Taichung
Hualien Tainan
Ilan Taipei
Kaohsiung Taitung
Miaoli Taoyuan
Nantou Yunlin

INTRODUCTION

The island of Taiwan (Formosa), initially a Chinese posses
sion, was ceded to Japan in 1895. In 1945it was placed under
Chinese administration by the Allies. When the Communist
troops of Mao Tse-tung defeated the remnants of the Chinese
Nationalist Army in 1949, their leader, Marshal Chiang
Kai-shek, settled on Taiwan with his followers and large
numbers of his men, in the hope that it would be possible to
recover mainland China. American political and material
assistance was provided until the Richard Nixon administra
tion switched its support from Taiwan to the Chinese
People's Republic in 1974. Taiwan was expelled from the
United Nations and most countries suspended diplomatic
relations with the Nationalist Chinese. The Nationalist
Chinese Police Force continues the traditions of the pre
revolutionary Chinese Police.

ORGANIZATION

The Taiwan Police, controlled by the Ministry of the Interior
through the National Police Administration, is organized at
three levels: central, provincial and county. The National
Police Administration handles logistics, administration and
inter-service communications.

At central level, the police is in charge of command and
officer training duties. Officers attend the Central Police
Academy, which has included a post -graduate school since
1970. Officers completing the two-year course receive a
master's degree (an average of 150 complete the course every
year). At undergraduate level, the Academy has eight
departments: Administration, Criminal Police, Crime Pre
vention, Fire Control, Foreign Affairs, General Duties,
Public Security and Traffic Safety. About 220 undergra
duates annually complete the course and receive a bachelor's
degree.
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At provincial level, the police comprises various divisions,
with Criminal Investigation Branch, General Police, Traffic
Police, Transport Police and Security Department units, and
a recruit training school, the Taiwan Provincial Police
School. Candidates undergo a twelve-month course, after
which they are posted on probation to a General Police unit
for six months; if they meet the required standards, they are
formally appointed as policemen. Candidates must be aged
between 19 and 30, and have adequate education and good
character; higher education is essential for commissioned
officers.

At county level, there are General Police, Criminal
Investigation Branch, Traffic Police and Emergency Service
units. The latter cooperate with the local authorities in
matters requiring the use of Civil Defence personnel-for
example natural disasters and forest fires.

The police forces of the Taipei and Kaohsiung special
municipalities are administered separately. They are
commanded by a commissioner and report to the respective
City Bureau of Police, which is under the authority of the
mayor. Each county capital and municipality has a regional
police headquarters.

There is also a governmental internal security police, the
Taiwan Bureau of Investigation, which co-operates to some
extent with the police's own Security Department in the
detection and suppression of subversive activities. Another
internal security organ is the intelligence branch of the
Taiwan Garrison Command, which reports to the Ministry of
Defence.

Current personnel strength of the Taiwan Police is about
25,000.

National Security Council, Chiehshou Hall, Chungking
South Road, Taipei (311- 5687)

Taipei Municipal Police Headquarters, 96 Yenping South
Road, Taipei (311- 3165)

OPERATIONS

The crime rate is well under control and the main problem for
the Taiwan Police in recent years has been the increase in
dissident activity. Certain intellectual .and Christian church
groups have complained about the alleged violation of
human rights and have undermined the security of the state,
even promoting serious civil disturbances.

In analysing this problem, it is necessary to see it in
perspective. Taiwan considers itself in a permanent state of
siege, ready to return to the mainland and destroy the
communist rule at the right moment. There is open and
constant psychological warfare between mainland China and
Taiwan. After the death of Chiang Kai-shek, and particularly
after the American change of policy, Taiwanese authorities
feel themselves isolated and threatened. Active dissident
groups are not tolerated and the national security organiz
ations are therefore involved, with resultant heavy criticism
from American-based Formosan Association for Human
Rights. The police, as well as the armed forces, have their
own well-trained riot control units, and use is made of them
whenever disturbances occur.

On the other hand, the average Taiwanese citizen is
disciplined and law-abiding. Policemen on the beat carry a
truncheon and a pistol.
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