
WORLD POLICE AND PARAMILITARY FORCES

BOLIVIA
Republica de Bolivia

Area: 1,098,581 sq. km
Population: 6,081,722
Capital: La Paz

Head of State: Dr Siles Zuazo (President)

Bolivia is divided into nine departments (Departamentos),
(chief cities in brackets):

Beni (Trinidad) Pando (Cobija)
Chuquisaca (Sucre) Potosi (Potosi)
Cochabamba (Cochabamba) Santa Cruz (Santa Cruz)
La Paz (La Paz) Tarija (Tarija)
Oruro (Oruro)

INTRODUCTION

Police forces existed in pre-conquistador days, when the
ruling Incas had their own law enforcement officials. Under
Spanish rule, an official with law training, (corregidor) was
appointed by the viceroyalty with powers to maintain an
urban police force. Following independence, in 1825, the
municipal authorities maintained their police forces as best
they could. It was not until the 1830s that a Police Law was
passed, and this served, with occasional changes, until the
Police Law of 1886, which is still in force, although in an
amended form.

Bolivian police trainees learned their job 'on the beat',
being assigned to more experienced colleagues for that
purpose. It became obvious that a more professional solution
would have to be found and a Police School (Escuela de
Policia) was created in 1937and subsequently modernized. It
remains operational as the National Police Academy.

As a result of the Chaco War between Bolivia and Para
guay, the Military Police, the Gendarmerie Corps (Cuerpo
de Gendarmeria), the paramilitary Security Police (Polica de
Seguridad) and the Army's Carabineer Regiment (Regi
miento de Carabineros) were merged into the Bolivian
Carabineers (Carabineros de Bolivia) in 1937.
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ORGANIZATION

The National Police Corps (Cuerpo de Policia Nacional) is a
centralized force, organized on a territorial basis; each
department has a police district, and each district consists of a
number of police zones. The police report to the Ministry of
the Interior, Migration and Justice. The Fire Corps (Cuerpo
de Bomberos) is manned by police personnel.

Criminal investigation duties are performed by the Direc
torate of National Investigations (Direccion de Investiga
ciones Nacionales, DIN), which also liaises with Interpol.

The National Police Academy (Academia Nacional de
Policia) is responsible for all police training.

Highway patrol duties are performed by the National
Highway Service (Servicio Nacional de Carreteras), which
operates under the authority of the Ministry of Transport.

The Bolivian Carabineers are a paramilitary force,
commanded by the Director General of Police, with a current
personnel strength of some 5000, half of whom are quartered
in the La Paz area. The Carabineers were originally based on
Chilean practice, but were reorganized in 1976 under Amer
ican supervision and their efficiency has markedly improved.

As a rule, each department has one brigade of carabineers
(Brigada de carabineros), comprising an urban and a rural
force; certain areas have extra personnel.

OPERATIONS

Bolivia fares better than other Latin American countries, as
far as crime figures are concerned, although there are many
thieves in tourist areas. The Aymara and Quechua Indians
cause little trouble, partly because of the very high altitude of
the areas where they live and partly because of their habit of
chewing coca leaves, which are narcotic, and drinking to
excess on holidays.

The country is plagued by deep social problems and
political instability (as recently as July 1984, the President
was abducted by dissidents and held for ten days). Cocaine
traffickers have a great deal of influence in officialcircles, and
cases of corruption among government personnel and police
officers are not uncommon. The" newly-formed anti-drug
trafficking units of the police force may have difficulty in
doing their job, and the present regime, for all its goodwill, is
unlikely to change the situation in the near future.
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