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directorates. A further reorganization in 1932 divided the
police into two main departments, uniformed force and
detectives. New regulations were introduced in 1937 which
still remain in force.

ORGANIZATION
Area: 779,452 sq. km
Population: 47,000,000
Capital: Ankara

Head of State: Kenan Evren (President)
Minister of the Interior: Ildirim Akbulut

Turkey is divided into 67 provinces (Iller), named after their
capitals. Each province (11) has a governor (Vali) and some
administrative autonomy. The provinces are:

The Ottoman Empire had well-organized police forces,
usually under military control; for example, the elite Janissa
ries were both palace guards and professional warriors of the
highest quality. The first European-style police force was
created in April 1845. Police regulations were codified in
1907 and revised in 1913. By 1917 there were administrative,
executive and judicial police officers. The Gendarmerie was
based on the French model and given similar duties.

After World War I and the disintegration of the Ottoman
Empire police efficiency deteriorated, but reorganization
took place under Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of
modern Turkey. A Directorate of Public Security was estab
lished in Ankara in 1923 to control the regional police

males
females

Adana
Adiyaman
Afyonkarahisar
Agri
Amasya
Ankara
Antalya
Artvin
Aydin
Balikesir
Bilecik
Bingol
Bitlis
Bolu
Burdur
Bursa
Canakkale
Cankiri
Corum
Denizli
Diyarbakir
Edirne
Elazig
Erzincan
Erzurum
Eskisehir
Gaziantep
Giresun
Gumusane
Hakkari
Ratay
isparta
i<;el
istanbul
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izmir
Kars
Kastamonu
Kayseri
Kirklareli
Kir§ehir
Kocaeli
Konya
Kutahya
Malatya
Manisa
Mara§
Mardin
Mugla
Mu§
Nevsehir
Nigde
Ordu
Rize
Sakarya
Samsun
Siirt
Sinop
Sivas
Tekirdag
Tokat
Trabzon
Tunceli
Urfa
U§ak
Van
Yozgat
Zonguldak

The Police (Polis) is controlled by the Directorate General of
Public Security, which reports to the Ministry of the Interior
and controls the 67 provincial Directorates of Public
Security, each one under a Commissioner of Police (Polis
Komiser). The provincial directorates are divided into
district police commands, headed by superintendents.

The police are responsible for upholding the law, prevent
ing criminal activities, apprehending offenders, protecting
property, regulating the traffic in urban areas and performing
certain political and judicial duties. The force has three main
components: General Duties, Traffic (Trafik Polisi); and
Criminal Investigation (Emniyet Cinayet Dairesi).

The police force is divided into four sections: Executive
(general duties); Judicial (the detective force); Political
(internal security); and Administrative. Recruits for police
work are given a six-month basic training course at four
police schools, at Ankara (the Yusuf Kahraman Police
School), Istanbul (two), and Izmir. There is a Police College
for long-term candidates (college graduates must remain in
the force for a minimum of 15 years), and a Police Institute
(Polis Enstitusu) at Ankara, where candidates for the ranks
of NCO and above must pass a three-year course.

The Turkish Gendarmerie (Jandarma) is a paramilitary
force, comparable to its French equivalent in its primary
duties. It is independent from the army, although it is
commanded by superior army officers, and in cases of
national emergency it would come under direct army control.
It has about 120,000 men, allocated to 3 mobile infantry
brigades (quartered in northern and eastern Anatolia) and
support units. It includes an Air Wing, equipped with heli
copters.

The Gendarmerie is divided into District Commands
(Bolge Komutanligi), of which Istanbul has two (the 10th and
the 11th); these are subdivided into Regiments (Alay) and
Battalions (Tabur).

Polis, Gayrett Telsiz Kumanda Merkezi, Istanbul (66 66 66)
Jandarma, Ev Lal Fethibey S9, Istanbul (22 56 14)

OPERATIONS

Turkey's main internal security problem is political extre
mism, as would be expected in a country of such strategic
importance. Although both the police and the Gendarmerie
have been involved in public order duties, the armed forces
are now in charge of most operations of that nature.

There has also been an increase in non-political crime, as
illustrated by comparing prison population figures for the
1972-78 period:

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978

29,923 26,585 4975 12,709 16,83623,593 26,364
677 625 126 354 438 594 631

In 1978, 45,762 convicts entered Turkey's prisons, and
42,804 were discharged. The most frequent crimes were
against individuals, against property and against public
decency (in that order). The most common misdemeanor was
against public morality.
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